
 

Merging Waters United Church 

  Creation I! 

“Reciprocity” 

With special musical guests: W.o.W. Band 

Sunday Morning Worship Sept 20, 2026 

WELCOME / BIENVENUE 

People of all ages, identities, and 

walks of life are welcome. 

Wherever you are, whoever you are, 

we welcome you in love and 

community to worship. 

Wherever we are, we’re close in one 

another’s hearts. 

Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe l’âge, 

l’identité ou les conditions de vie. 

Peu importe où que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez, 

nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté 

pour louer Dieu ensembles. 

Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance. 

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras. 

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do 

not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person. 

Veillez à ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidèles souffrant de 

sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits 

parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne. 

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without 
authorization. 



Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans 
autorisation. 

WELCOME  

LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE  

GATHERING 

 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY  

 

Rev. Lisa Byer-de Wever 

 

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE) 

 

  

GATHERING SONG:                             Lord, I Hope This Day Is Good    

Don Williams 

 

GATHERING PRAYER         

 

God of abundance, we come to you grateful for the care and gift of community, our 

hearts thankful for the blessings that you have so freely given to us. Remind us today, 

as we take a break from navigating our world that is so set on possessing, that we are 

your people who live in your abundance. 

It was you who told us that a life dedicated to hoarding worldly possessions is a life 

wasted. Let our lives instead reflect your generous Spirit. Orient our hearts to your 

generous way of love. May we accept the abundance of others and share our own 

abundance that all people may grow together in community in the light of your love 

and peace. Amen. 

“The Serviceberry”: Rev. Kelby Werner - adapted  

 

SPIRITUAL FOCUS         

 

One: When God’s grace falls abundantly upon us,  

All: May we embrace God’s grace and share God’s grace.  

 

One: When God’s abundant love overflows within us,  

All: May we embrace God’s love and share God’s love.  

 

One: When we find God’s blessings abundant in our lives,  

All: May we embrace God’s blessings and share our blessings with all we meet.  

 

One: For we know that it is God who creates all things, that to hoard the limited 

abundance of our world is to take abundance from one another.  



All: Then let us receive and give God’s grace and love, sharing the abundant blessings 

of our world with all people, that in giving and receiving we may find new ways to 

live and flourish. Thanks be to God, Amen.  

“The Serviceberry”: Rev. Kelby Werner - adapted    

 

GATHERING HYMN MV#39        Mother Earth, Our Mother Birthing 

 

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

THE WORD                       NRSVUE 

The Parable of the Rich Fool 

13 
Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 

inheritance with me.” 
14 

But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or 

arbitrator over you?” 
15 

And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all 

kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 
16 

Then 

he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 
17 

And he 

thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 
18 

Then 

he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will 

store all my grain and my goods. 
19 

And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample 

goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 
20 

But God said to him, ‘You 

fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have 

prepared, whose will they be?’ 
21 

So it is with those who store up treasures for 

themselves but are not rich toward God.” 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

SONG                   Thank You God for Another Day 

Frank & Steve 

 

OFFERING INVITATION  

OFFERING HYMN                    Love Is Something If You Give It Away 

Words and Music by Malvina Reynolds 

Love is something if you give it away, 

Give it away, give it away. 

Love is something if you give it away, 

You end up having more. 

 

It's just like a magic penny, 

Hold it tight and you won't have any. 



Lend it, spend it, and you'll have so many 

They'll roll all over the floor. 

 

For love is something if you give it away, 

Give it away, give it away. 

Love is something if you give it away, 

You end up having more. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

God, who lives in the mutual love of divine community, you call us to mirror your self-

giving pattern. Yet, we confess that we have taken from the earth without returning 

care. Receive our gifts as tokens of our intention to give back, live justly, tread gently, 

and nurture what sustains us. Bless our offerings that we may foster healing for the land 

and all who depend on it; in Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

“The Serviceberry”: Rev. Dr. Brian Smith - adapted 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE       

 

God of grace and blessing, your light shines brightly on all living things!  

Divine One! We have been made by your own hands, of clay and life itself, formed 

from this earth to live on this soil as caretakers, keepers, and neighbors.  

Yet too many have failed in our duty. Under our watch, fires and storms rage and we 

are afraid.  

Strengthen us. Let us reclaim the gift of your grace.  

God of all living things, you have heard our prayers.  

Our joy flies high again, through the shining clouds and then dives to skim the waters 

you have created, rising again above the forests, then flowing as a waterfall to swoop 

down the mountains!  

Our joy is an eagle! Your blessing restores the harvest, sustaining and filling us.  

Let the people thank you! Let the people thank you! Amen.  

 

“The Serviceberry”: xx - adapted    

 

JESUS’ PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 

CLOSING HYMN             They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love 

 

BLESSING & SENDING 

 

All the ends of the earth have seen  

the grace and love of God.  

We give thanks for all the earth,  



And break into joyous songs of delight!  

 

Let the sea and all within it thunder;  

the world and all its peoples.  

Let the rivers clap their hands  

and the hills ring out their joy  

before Creator,  

who comes to offer love and abundance through the earth,  

and all living things!  

 

To give is to love.  

To love is to live.  

To live is to grow.  

To grow is to flourish.  

 

May we who follow Jesus  

enter into Communion  

with God’s self-giving love.  

May we sing the life and love  

of Christ in the world  

this day and beyond.  

“The Serviceberry”: Rev. Paul Mitchell - adapted    

  

SENDING SONG                         Ripple  

Grateful Dead  

Thank you for joining in worship today ❤️ 

 

20-Sep Creation Time 2: Reciprocity 

Special music guests: W.o.W! band 🎸 

27-Sep Shared worship with St George's Anglican 
Held at St George's, 23 Perrault in Ste-Anne's at 10:00 
Creation Time 3: Interdependence 

Orange Shirt Sunday 🧡 

4-Oct Creation Time 4: Hope for Creation 

World Communion Sunday 🍇🍞 

11-Oct Creation Time 5: Bringing it all together 

Thanksgiving Sunday 🦃 

 

 

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH 



A community of caring within the United Church of Canada 

24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue 
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Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music 
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office@mergingwaters.ca 
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