
 

Merging Waters United Church 

  Creation I 

“Embracing the Gift Economy of Creation” 

Sunday Morning Worship Sept 13, 2026 

WELCOME / BIENVENUE 

People of all ages, identities, and 

walks of life are welcome. 

Wherever you are, whoever you are, 

we welcome you in love and 

community to worship. 

Wherever we are, we’re close in one 

another’s hearts. 

Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe l’âge, 

l’identité ou les conditions de vie. 

Peu importe où que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez, 

nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté 

pour louer Dieu ensembles. 

Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance. 

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras. 

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do 

not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person. 

Veillez à ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidèles souffrant de 

sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits 

parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne. 

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without 
authorization. 

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans 
autorisation. 



WELCOME  

LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE  

GATHERING 

 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY  

 

Rev. Lisa Byer-de Wever 

 

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE) 

 

 We light this candle as a reminder that God’s goodness can be felt all around us. The 

sacredness of God’s Creation is apparent to all who wish to be students of the spirit. 

 

Gathering P2:  Christine LeBlanc, East End United Regional Ministry, Toronto, Ont. 

  

GATHERING SONG:  MV 27                    Creator God, You Gave Us Life 

Music and Words by Judith Snowdon, Arrangement Michael Woytiuk 

  

SPIRITUAL FOCUS         

 

We’ve heard it said, Take a lesson from the ravens.  

They don’t sow or reap.  

Notice how the flowers grow.  

They neither labor nor weave!  

God makes the sun rise on bad and good alike.  

God’s rain falls on the just and the unjust.  

 

Yet we know, “Everything that makes our lives possible –  

the splints for baskets, roots for medicines, 

the trees whose bodies make our homes,  

and the pages of our books –  

is provided by the lives of more-than-human beings.”  

Be glad in The Beloved and rejoice, you who love justice!  

Exult, you who lives the way of love! 

“The Serviceberry”: Rev. Paul Mitchell - adapted    

 

 

GATHERING PRAYER         

 

Sustainer God, you breathed life into the whole of creation. You called creation good. 

You filled the earth with birds and fish, plants and mammals, rocks and soil—the 

building blocks of all that is and will be.  



We come before you today in awe and admiration for the gifts of creation that you 

have supplied for us. While we continue in worship of you, remind us that as we 

embrace, enjoy, and utilize the gifts of creation that we too are created beings, made in 

your image, and called to be a gift to one another and for the whole of creation. That 

as we accept your gifts, through your love and grace, we may be also sustainers, 

creators, and gift givers. In thanks we pray, Amen. 

“The Serviceberry”: Rev. Kelby Werner    

 

  

GATHERING HYMN VU 808                On Eagle’s Wings 

 

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

THE WORD                       Genesis 2:4-8, 15-17, 19 

2-4 By the seventh day 

    God had finished his work. 

On the seventh day 

    he rested from all his work. 

God blessed the seventh day. 

    He made it a Holy Day 

Because on that day he rested from his work, 

    all the creating God had done. 

 

This is the story of how it all started, 

    of Heaven and Earth when they were created. 

 

5-7 
At the time God made Earth and Heaven, before any grasses or shrubs had sprouted 

from the ground—God hadn’t yet sent rain on Earth, nor was there anyone around to 

work the ground (the whole Earth was watered by underground springs)—God formed 

Man out of dirt from the ground and blew into his nostrils the breath of life. The Man 

came alive—a living soul! 

8-9 
Then God planted a garden in Eden, in the east. He put the Man he had just made in 

it. God made all kinds of trees grow from the ground, trees beautiful to look at and 

good to eat. The Tree-of-Life was in the middle of the garden, also the Tree-of-

Knowledge-of-Good-and-Evil. 

 

15 
God took the Man and set him down in the Garden of Eden to work the ground and 

keep it in order. 

16-17 
God commanded the Man, “You can eat from any tree in the garden, except from 

the Tree-of-Knowledge-of-Good-and-Evil. Don’t eat from it. The moment you eat from 

that tree, you’re dead.” 

 



18-20 
God said, “It’s not good for the Man to be alone; I’ll make him a helper, a 

companion.” So God formed from the dirt of the ground all the animals of the field 

and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the Man to see what he would name 

them. Whatever the Man called each living creature, that was its name. The Man 

named the cattle, named the birds of the air, named the wild animals; but he didn’t 

find a suitable companion. 

 

OTHER WISDOM THOUGHTS   

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

HYMN MV 37                     Each Blade of Grass 

 

 

OFFERING INVITATION  

OFFERING HYMN                    Love Is Something If You Give It Away 

Words and Music by Malvina Reynolds 

Love is something if you give it away, 

Give it away, give it away. 

Love is something if you give it away, 

You end up having more. 

 

It's just like a magic penny, 

Hold it tight and you won't have any. 

Lend it, spend it, and you'll have so many 

They'll roll all over the floor. 

 

For love is something if you give it away, 

Give it away, give it away. 

Love is something if you give it away, 

You end up having more. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

God of abundance, your grace is generous and overflowing. We give thanks for the 

many gifts of your creation: sunlight and rain, seed and soil, fruit and flower. Teach us 

to recognize the Earth not as a possession, but as a sacred gift. Bless our lives and what 

we bring, that we may return your generosity and honor the garden you have 

entrusted to us; in Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

 

“The Serviceberry”: Rev. Dr. Brian Smith - adapted 

 



BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

 

Loving God, 

parent and companion to us all, 

hold the precious children, young people and learners of all ages and stages 

in your loving care as they begin a new school year. 

 

Nurture in them a sense of wonder. 

Keep their curiosity alive, 

their imaginations wide, 

and their hearts open to the joy of discovering something new. 

 

May the spark of creativity, possibility, and adventure 

continue to burn brightly within them. 

Give them courage to ask questions, 

freedom to dream, 

and confidence to become who they are meant to be. 

 

Surround them with people who see their worth 

and meet them with kindness, patience, and respect. 

 

Protect them from harm, 

from cruelty and fear, 

and from words and ideas that diminish the dignity of others. 

 

And may they be a source of kindness, courage, 

and welcome to those around them. 

 

Bless them as they learn and grow, 

as they make friends, face challenges, 

discover their gifts, and find their own light. 

 

May they shine in the ways that are uniquely theirs—and 

may every child be surrounded by the love, care, and hope they need to flourish. 

 

Amen 

United Church of Canada- Essentials 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE       

 

God of abundance, your grace is generous and overflowing. We give thanks for the 

many gifts of your creation: sunlight and rain, seed and soil, fruit and flower. Teach us 

to recognize the Earth not as a possession, but as a sacred gift. Bless our lives and what 

we bring, that we may return your generosity and honor the garden you have 

entrusted to us; in Christ’s name we pray. 

  



We also pray for………… 

Amen. 

“The Serviceberry”: Rev. Dr. Brian Smith - adapted    

 

JESUS’ PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 

CLOSING HYMN TLUS 60              There’s Enough for All 

 

BLESSING & SENDING 

The just flourish like a palm tree,  

and grow as tall as the cedars of Lebanon;  

transplanted in the house of The Beloved,  

they flourish in the love of the Most High –  

still full of sap in old age,  

they still produce abundant fruit.  

 

To give is to love.  

To love is to live.  

To live is to grow.  

To grow is to flourish.  

 

May we who follow Jesus  

enter into Communion  

with God’s self-giving love.  

May we sing the life and love  

of Christ in the world  

this day and beyond. 

“The Serviceberry”: Rev. Paul Mitchell - adapted    

  

SENDING SONG               Companions on the Journey  

Words and music by Carey Landry 

  

Thank you for joining in worship today ❤️ 

 

13-Sep Weekly worship resumes at Merging Waters! ⛪ 
 
Creation Time 1: Embracing the Gift Economy of 
Creation 

Blessing of the backpacks! 🎒 

20-Sep Creation Time 2: Reciprocity 

Special music guests: W.o.W! band 🎸 



27-Sep Shared worship with St George's Anglican 
Held at St George's, 23 Perrault in Ste-Anne's at 10:00 
Creation Time 3: Interdependence 

Orange Shirt Sunday 🧡 

4-Oct Creation Time 4: Hope for Creation 

World Communion Sunday 🍇🍞 

11-Oct Creation Time 5: Bringing it all together 

Thanksgiving Sunday 🦃 

 

 

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH 
A community of caring within the United Church of Canada 
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office@mergingwaters.ca 
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