1AM WHO | AM

EXODUS 3:14

Merging Waters United Church
Fourteenth After Pentecost
WIBUC Summer Worship- Learning From Our Neighbors
Sunday Morning Worship August 30, 2026

WELCOME / BIENVENUE

People of all ages, identities, and Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I’age,
walks of life are welcome. I'identité ou les conditions de vie.

Wherever you are, whoever you are, Peu importe ol que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,
we welcome you in love and nous vous accueillons dans I'amour et la communauté
community to worship. pour louer Dieu ensembles.

Wherever we are, we’re close in one  Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.
another’s hearts.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fideles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without
authorization.



Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans
autorisation.

WELCOME
LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE
GATHERING

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

As Moses stood before the burning bush and heard God say, “Remove your sandals,
for the place where you stand is holy ground,” we too recognize that we stand upon
sacred land.

We acknowledge that we gather on the traditional and unceded territories of the
Kanien’keha:ka (Mohawk), Huron-Wendat, and Anishnaabeg Peoples, who have cared
for this land since time immemorial.

In the spirit of truth, which calls us to reconciliation and right relationship, we give
thanks for their enduring presence, wisdom, and stewardship. May we walk gently
upon this holy ground, listening for the voice of the Creator, and commit ourselves to
justice, peace, and healing among all peoples and all creation.

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE)

In that moment, Moses asked for God’s name,

and the voice replied, “/Am Who | Am.”

The light we kindle today bears that same mystery —

the presence of the One who simply /s,

who calls us by name and invites us into relationship.

As we light the Christ Candle, we remember that the Great “I Am” is here among us —
in the land, in the people, in the breath of creation.

May this light remind us that we, too, are called to be:

to be present, to be just, to be loving, to walk gently upon this holy ground.

(Light the Christ Candle)

The light of Christ shines in this place. The Great “I Am” is with us. Thanks be to God.

GATHERING SONG: People In Your Neighborhood
Words and music by Jeff Moss
Arrangement Michael Woytiuk

SPIRITUAL FOCUS

Come beloved people of God!
We come seeking to give God thanks and praise.
Open your hearts and minds to the movement of the Spirit.



We open ourselves to the mystery and wonder of the Holy.
Connect with each other through the power of Christ.
We connect to remind each other of the power of Love and the Call to be a good
neighbour.
Rev. Linda Buchanan

GATHERING PRAYER

Holy One, You are the flame that burns without consuming, the voice that calls from
the heart of creation, saying, “/ Am Who I Am.”

We come before You on this holy ground — land cared for by the First Peoples and
those who have come after and alongside them, land that bears witness to Your
presence through generations.

As we gather in Your name, open our hearts to the mystery of Your being — not a
name to possess, but a presence to encounter. Let Your light, the light of Christ, shine
through us with humility and courage.

Teach us to listen deeply, to walk gently upon this sacred earth, and to live as people
of reconciliation and hope.

In the name of the Great “I Am,” we pray. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN VU # 506 vs, 1,2,3,5 Take My Life and Let It Be
1 Take my life, and let it be

consecrated, all for thee;

take my moments and my days;

let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2 Take my hands, and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;

take my feet, and let them be

swift and purposeful for thee.

3 Take my lips, and let them be
filled with messages from thee;
take my intellect, and use

every power as thou shalt choose.

5 Take my love: and | will pour
at thy feet its treasure store;

take myself, and | will be
ever, only, all for thee,

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD



THE WORD Exodus 3:1-15

Moses at the Burning Bush

3 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led
his flock beyond the wilderness and came to Mount Horeb,[a] the mountain of

God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he
looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3 Then Moses said, “l must
turn aside and look at this great sight and see why the bush is not burned up.” 4 When
the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush,
“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here | am.” 5 Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove
the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy

ground.” 6 He said further, “l am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the
God of lsaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look
at God.

7 Then the Lord said, “l have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; |
have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, | know their

sufferings, 8 and | have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians and to bring
them up out of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and
honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; | have also
seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Now go, | am sending you to Pharaoh to
bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am |
that | should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12 He said, “I will be
with you, and this shall be the sign for you that it is | who sent you: when you have
brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”

The Divine Name Revealed

13 But Moses said to God, “If | come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of
your ancestors has sent me to you,” and they ask me, “What is his name?’ what shall |
say to them?” 14 God said to Moses, “l am who | am.”[b] He said further, “Thus you
shall say to the Israelites, ‘| am has sent me to you.” ” 15 God also said to Moses, “Thus
you shall say to the Israelites, “The Lord,[c] the God of your ancestors, the God of
Abraham, the God of lsaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’:

This is my name forever,

and this my title for all generations.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Learning From Our Neighbors Professor Clea Notar, John Abbott College
“1 Am Who | Am” Rev. Lisa Byer-de Wever
HYMN TLUS # 24 Love Over Hate


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%203%3A1-15&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-1581a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%203%3A1-15&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-1594b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%203%3A1-15&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-1595c

OFFERING INVITATION

As Moses stood before the burning bush,

he heard the voice of the Holy One say, “/Am Who I Am.”

In that moment, Moses learned that God’s presence is not confined

to one place or one people — but lives and moves through all creation.
We, too, are called to respond to that living presence —

to give of ourselves, our time, our gifts,

and our care for this holy ground.

As we offer what we have and who we are,

may our giving reflect the light of the Great “I Am,”

shining through acts of compassion, justice, and reconciliation.

Let us bring our offerings, trusting that the God who /s, will bless and multiply them for
the healing of the world.

OFFERING HYMN TLUS #22 Build a Longer Table

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Holy One, You are the Great “/Am,”

the flame that burns without consuming,

the presence that calls us by name.

We bring these gifts —

symbols of our gratitude and our hope —

offered from hearts that seek justice, peace, and healing.

Bless what we give, that all may serve Your purpose of love.
May our offerings shine with the light of Christ,

honouring this holy ground and all who dwell upon it.

In Your sacred name, we pray. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Holy One, You are the Great “/ Am”—
the voice that calls from the fire,

the breath that moves through creation,
the presence that is, and was, and will be.

God of compassion,

Your name is spoken in every language,

Your image reflected in every face.

We pray for all who suffer under the weight of violence and displacement —
especially the Palestinian people, and all in the Holy Land who long for peace, safety,
and dignity.

May Your justice roll down like waters, and Your mercy flow through every broken
place, From the River to the Sea.



We pray for those who lead and those who serve, that they may act with courage and
humility.

We pray for those who grieve, for those who hunger, for those who feel forgotten.
May Your healing surround them in love and care.

We pray for this West Island and Beyond Cluster, may we continue to make space for
truth, for justice and your healing in this world.

Holy One, You are the / Am who calls us to be:

to be present, to be kind, to be faithful.

Let our lives bear witness to Your love,

and let our prayers become action for healing and hope.

In the name of Christ, the light of the world, we pray. may it be so.

JESUS’ PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER

CLOSING HYMN VU # 575 I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me

I'm gonna live so God can use me
anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I'm gonna live so God can use me
anywhere, Lord, anytime!

I'm gonna work so ...
I'm gonna pray so ...
I'm gonna sing so ...

BLESSING & SENDING

Go now from this place, standing upon holy ground,
where the Great “/ Am” calls each of us by our true names.
May the light of Christ guide your steps,

the Spirit breathe through your words,

and the Creator’s presence dwell in all you do.

Walk gently upon this land — and let your life be a blessing of peace, justice, and love.

Go in the light of the One who /s, and may that light shine through you, today and
always.

SENDING HYMN Hymn to Freedom



Thank you for joining in worship today §
Thank you for the leadership and participation of the WIBUC (West Island
and Beyond United Churches Cluster)

UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.

Host community Online format
|
Sep 6, 2026 Edgewater Park ‘ Onsite only
13-Sep Creation Time 1 Back home at Merging Waters!
Creation Time 2 Guest band: WOW

20-Sep
27-Sep Creation Time 3 Orange Shirt Sunday

Reconciliation Sunday

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH Merging Waters

A community of caring within the United Church of Canada United Church
24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue

Rev. Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Minister " »
Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music . Y
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