
Sunday
Worship

People of all ages, identities, and walks of life are welcome. Wherever you are, whoever you are,

we welcome you in love and community to worship. Wherever we are, we’re close in one another’s

hearts.

Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe l’âge, l’identité ou les conditions de vie.

Peu importe où que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez, nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la

communauté pour louer Dieu ensembles. Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.

REV. LISA BYER DE-WEVER

with

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH

JUNE 28TH , 2026

PROPER 8 / FIFTH AFTER PENTECOST
“A COLD CUP OF WATER”

Welcome to

Please join in the responses in bold text. 
Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

----



WELCOME

LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE 

GATHERING

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL
TERRITORY 

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A
CANDLE)

GATHERING HYMN:                      MV #14

Where Two or Three are Gathered

SPIRITUAL FOCUS
People of God, we are welcomed here by our loving
Creator, 
our Redeemer, and our sustaining Friend.
God’s word of grace is offered to us like a cool cup
of water 
that is offered to parched people on the hottest day, 
it is ready to revive and restore us.
How blessed are we?
Come, let us worship.

GATHERING PRAYER

GATHERING HYMN:                      MV #62

There is Room for All (Fr, Eng, Fr) 
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FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

THE WORD

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and
whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent
me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a
prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever
welcomes a righteous person in the name of a
righteous person will receive the reward of the
righteous, and whoever gives even a cup of cold
water to one of these little ones in the name of a
disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their
reward.”

40 

41 

42 

Seeking Welcome  Based on Matthew 10:40–42
I’m a little nervous as I reach out to knock on the
door of the house. My friend and I are in need of
roof over our heads tonight, somewhere off the
streets away from bandits and other concerns of the
night. Not that there’s any reason for anyone to
attack us, all we have is the clothes on our backs and
the shoes on our feet, but staying out is still risky.
Anyway, we have chosen to inquire about shelter for
the night here because, well…this house looks nice.
We can never be sure of how people will receive us. 

Most people are hospitable, it’s one of the wonderful
things about living in these parts, strangers are
almost always taken in and offered hospitality.

MATTHEW 10:40-42
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But things are a bit different for us. We are

Christians – followers of Jesus of Nazareth, and

sometimes people are afraid of having us in

their homes. We are considered renegades and

rebels by the authorities. That’s hard to accept

when all we are doing is talking about the love

and care of God to all who want to hear about

it.

I step back from the door. I feel anxious and

afraid, concerned about how we will manage if

these people turn us away. I think back to the

day when Jesus gathered us together and spoke

about what was ahead of us if we chose to be

his disciples. 

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and the

One who sent me,” he told us. “You are my

prophets and whoever welcomes you and any

righteous person will receive a heavenly reward.

Anyone who gives the least of you a cup of cold

water when you are thirsty and in need, will be

welcome in God’s realm. As you enter any house,

reassure the people who offer you hospitality

that God looks kindly on them.”

With a picture of Jesus in my mind, and these

words in my ear, I step up and start knocking.
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In this space,

all of who we are is welcome,

and all of who we are is 

needed.

so in the silence,

name to yourself what you 

bring to the table:

your strengths

your failures

your capacity

your weakness

let those things sit alongside 

all that your neighbour brings.

and let it become part of the 

gift we can be.

OUR WISDOM PERSPECTIVES

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

In This Space
a poem by Cheryl Laurie

HYMN:                                          MV #8

And on This Path
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OFFERING INVITATION

OFFERING HYMN:                          

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Kumbaya

Kumbaya my Lord, Kumbaya

Kumbaya my Lord, Kumbaya

Kumbaya my Lord, Kumbaya

Oh Lord, Kumbaya

Someone’s singing my Lord, Kumbaya...

Someone’s praying my Lord, Kumbaya...

Someone’s dancing my Lord, Kumbaya...

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Response #1:

We will do what we can to make a difference, 

for even in an ocean a cup of water can make a

difference.

Response #2:

We will do what we can to make a difference,
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for even in a tank a cup of water can make a
difference.

Response #3:
We will do what we can to make a difference,
for even in the shower a cup of water can make a
difference.

Response #4:
We will do what we can to make a difference, for a
cup of water can make an ocean of difference

JESUS’ PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER   

CLOSING HYMN:                         MV #169

When Hands Reach Out Beyond Divides

BLESSING AND SENDING

SENDING HYMN:                         MV #142

Oh a Song Must Rise

THANK YOU FOR JOINING IN
WORSHIP TODAY ❤️
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UPCOMING SUMMER CLUSTER SERVICES

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH
A community of caring within the United

Church of Canada

24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue

Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Minister

Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music

Jenna Peace, Office Administrator

office@mergingwaters.ca

(514) 457-5819

www.mergingwaters.ca
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