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Sunday Morning Worship March 22, 2026 

WELCOME / BIENVENUE 

People of all ages, identities, and 

walks of life are welcome. 

Wherever you are, whoever you are, 

we welcome you in love and 

community to worship. 

Wherever we are, we’re close in one 

another’s hearts. 

Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe l’âge, 

l’identité ou les conditions de vie. 

Peu importe où que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez, 

nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté 

pour louer Dieu ensembles. 

Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance. 

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras. 

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do 

not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person. 

Veillez à ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidèles souffrant de 

sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits 
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne. 

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without 
authorization. 

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans 

autorisation. 

 



 

WELCOME 

LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE  

GATHERING 

 

GATHERING SONG:                                                            Gather Us In     

Words by G.D. Matheson, Music by Pierre Gallant 

        

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY  

HURON-WENDAT, ANISHNAABEG, KANIENKEHA:KA 

Creator, help us right the wrongs that have been done to the 
Kaniekeha:ka and other First Nations on this land, and teach us how 

to share this land with all who live in it and seek refuge here. Amen. 

 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

 May this light give comfort to all who suffer,  

All who mourn, and all who are in pain.  

May this light be visible to all who have need of it.  

May it light the deepest and most difficult of nights and 

draw us closer to the love of God that we know 

through Christ. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: MV# 82                                Bathe me in your light                   

 

SPIRITUAL FOCUS           

One: Come into God’s presence,  

you who imagine and you who seek,  

you who disrupt and you who repair.  

All: By the Spirit, we gather in hope.  

 

One: Come into God’s keeping,  

you who bear the divine image,  

you who are in this world but not of it,  

you who feel tested or tried.  

All: In Christ, we gather and we belong.  

 



One: Come into God’s presence,  

singing for joy and for justice;  

bringing prayer and worship, your most faithful acts of resistance.  

All: To God be the glory! We gather to praise!  

Illustrated Ministries- The Work of Imagination 

 

GATHERING PRAYER 

God of discernment,  

you send your Spirit to guide us  

when the questions seem too difficult  

or the possibilities seem too limited.  

Bless us with curiosity and creativity.  

Show us pathways beyond the binaries of  

“either/or” and “yes/no.”  

Give us the strength to live your will,  

and dedicate our lives  

to your holy callings  

of love, mercy, humility, and grace.  

We do this following the way of Jesus Christ,  

our leader and our guide.  

Amen. 

Illustrated Ministries- The Work of Imagination 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

THE WORD                  MARK 12:13–17 MSG 

Paying Taxes to Caesar  

13-14 
They sent some Pharisees and followers of Herod to bait him, hoping to catch him 

saying something incriminating. They came up and said, “Teacher, we know you have 

integrity, that you are indifferent to public opinion, don’t pander to your students, and 

teach the way of God accurately. Tell us: Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”  

15-16 
He knew it was a trick question, and said, “Why are you playing these games with 

me? Bring me a coin and let me look at it.” They handed him one. 

“This engraving—who does it look like? And whose name is on it?” 

“Caesar,” they said. 

17 
Jesus said, “Give Caesar what is his, and give God what is his.” 

Their mouths hung open, speechless. 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  

As we walk through the wild wilderness of Lent, we imagine a world where all creation 

is at peace. We imagine a world without war, where creation flourishes and children 

are safe. Let these dreams of peace begin here as we share the peace of Christ with one 

another.  

One: May the peace of Christ be with you.  

All: And also with you.  



RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART: INVITATION TO PLAY 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT   Burst out of the box                                                  

 

HYMN: MV# 138           My Love Colours Outside the Lines 

 

OFFERING INVITATION 

 

OFFERING SONG:                                                                Sharing Song 

                                                      Raffi      

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

God bless these our offerings, the ones in the offering plates, but also the ones that 

overflow from our hearts, our time, our talent, our creativity, our dedication. Send 

upon them your Spirit and transform them, through the work of your Church, into live-

giving relationships, a reflection of your kingdom of love. In Jesus Christ, we pray. 

Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

One: We belong to you, God.  

We belong to you,  

and you give us to each other.  

We give thanks, Creating God,  

that you make us and name us and call us your own.  

We pray that all might know  

the claim of your love and the shelter of your care.  

Gracious One, in your mercy,  

All: Hear our prayer.  

 

One: We pray for all who feel caught  

by names that don’t come from you,  

by labels that reduce complexity,  

by accusations that shrink our breathing space.  

We pray that all might be granted  

the dignity of a fuller story, the gift of kind attention.  

Gracious One, in your mercy,  

All: Hear our prayer.  

 

One: We pray for all who labor toward liberation  

for themselves, for their neighbors, for all the world.  

We pray for release from what binds,  



for healing from what afflicts,  

for strength to resist traps of power  

and courage to follow your call.  

Gracious One, in your mercy,  

All: Hear our prayer.  

 

One: We pray for this church  

and for the body of Christ throughout the world.  

Grant us the humility and clarity  

to seek your call for our life together,  

and make us bold and gentle enough  

to live into it. 

 

Prayer tree prayers 

 

Gracious One, in your mercy,  

All: Hear our prayer.  

Amen. 

           Work of Imagination - Illustrated Ministry 

 

JESUS’ PRAYER, THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

SENDING HYMN: MV# 157     I am a child of God 

                                                                            

BLESSING & SENDING 

Beloved children of God,  

as you return to the wild wilderness of everyday life,  

remember: you were not created for the systems of this world.  

You were created for the kin(g)dom of God, where love and justice reign,  

and everyone is treated with dignity and respect.  

 

Go out into the world with your confidence firmly planted in the faithful heart of our 

loving God.  

Amen.   

 

SENDING SONG:                                    Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring  

J. S. Bach 

                      

Thank you for joining in worship today ❤️ 
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