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​Sunday Morning Worship March 15, 2026​

​WELCOME / BIENVENUE​

​People of all ages, identities, and​

​walks of life are welcome.​

​Wherever you are, whoever you​

​are, we welcome you in love and​

​community to worship.​

​Wherever we are, we’re close in​

​one another’s hearts.​

​Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe l’âge,​

​l’identité ou les conditions de vie.​

​Peu importe où que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,​

​nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la​

​communauté pour louer Dieu ensembles.​

​Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.​

​Please join in the responses in​​bold text.​​Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en​​texte gras.​

​Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do​

​not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.​

​Veillez à ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidèles souffrant de sensibilités​

​chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits parfumés (lotion,​

​laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.​

​To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without authorization.​

​Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans autorisation.​

​WELCOME​

​LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE​

​GATHERING​

​GATHERING SONG:​ ​Brother James Air​

​Music by James Leith Macbeth Bain, Arrangement by Gordon Jacob​

​ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY​



​Huron-Wendat, Anishnaabeg, Kanienkeha:Ka​

​LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE​

​May this light give comfort to all who suffer,​

​All who mourn, and all who are in pain.​

​May this light be visible to all who have need of it.​

​May it light the deepest and most difficult of nights and​

​draw us closer to the love of God that we know​

​through Christ.​

​GATHERING HYMN: MV #14​ ​Where Two or Three Are Gathered​

​Where two or three are gathered in my name,​

​I am there, I am there.​
​Words: Bruce Harding, 2002, after Matthew 18:20​

​Words copyright © 2002 by Bruce Harding, www.evensong.ca. Used by permission.​

​SPIRITUAL FOCUS​
​You enter into this place wondering where you will​

​be taken this time around on the Lenten journey.​

​Yet we know that it is a safe place, a place of​

​comfort.​

​You also know that this is a place of​

​transformation. Yet you return.​

​Transformation is precisely who we are as a​

​church. We are not afraid.​

​How can you be so certain?​

​We’ve travelled this path before. We know what​

​it takes when times get tough.​

​You’ll be challenged, questioned, backed into a​

​corner…​

​But we will never be alone.​

​Praise be to God!​

​Praise be to God!​

​Gathering LE-​​Éric Hébert-Daly,​​Executive Minister, Eastern​

​Ontario Outaouais Regional Council​

​GATHERING PRAYER​
​God of love,​

​you demonstrate your care for us​

​by coming among us as Jesus,​

​our Good Shepherd.​



​Tend to us with mercy,​

​gather us when we wander,​

​protect us from the perils of this world,​

​and bring all people together into love’s embrace.​

​Help us to recognize Christ’s voice and Christ’s calling.​

​Remind us we are known. We are loved. We are invited to follow.​

​In Jesus’ name we pray.​

​Amen.​

​Adapted from Illustrated Ministries- The Work of Imagination​

​FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART​

​LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD​

​THE WORD​ ​JOHN 10:1–18 MSG​
​He Calls His Sheep by Name​

​10​​1-5​​“Let me set this before you as plainly as I can. If a person climbs over or through the fence​

​of a sheep pen instead of going through the gate, you know he’s up to no good—a sheep​

​rustler! The shepherd walks right up to the gate. The gatekeeper opens the gate to him and the​

​sheep recognize his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he gets​

​them all out, he leads them and they follow because they are familiar with his voice. They won’t​

​follow a stranger’s voice but will scatter because they aren’t used to the sound of it.”​
​6-10​​Jesus told this simple story, but they had no idea what he was talking about. So he tried​

​again. “I’ll be explicit, then. I am the Gate for the sheep. All those others are up to no​

​good—sheep rustlers, every one of them. But the sheep didn’t listen to them. I am the Gate.​

​Anyone who goes through me will be cared for—will freely go in and out, and find pasture. A​

​thief is only there to steal and kill and destroy. I came so they can have real and eternal life,​

​more and better life than they ever dreamed of.​
​11-13​​“I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd puts the sheep before himself, sacrifices​

​himself if necessary. A hired man is not a real shepherd. The sheep mean nothing to him. He​

​sees a wolf come and runs for it, leaving the sheep to be ravaged and scattered by the wolf. He’s​

​only in it for the money. The sheep don’t matter to him.​
​14-18​​“I am the Good Shepherd. I know my own sheep and my own sheep know me. In the same​

​way, the Father knows me and I know the Father. I put the sheep before myself, sacrificing​

​myself if necessary. You need to know that I have other sheep in addition to those in this pen. I​

​need to gather and bring them, too. They’ll also recognize my voice. Then it will be one flock,​

​one Shepherd. This is why the Father loves me: because I freely lay down my life. And so I am​

​free to take it up again. No one takes it from me. I lay it down of my own free will. I have the​

​right to lay it down; I also have the right to take it up again. I received this authority personally​

​from my Father.”​

​PASSING OF THE PEACE​



​As we walk through the wild wilderness of Lent, we imagine a world where all creation is at​

​peace. We imagine a world without war, where creation flourishes and children are safe. Let​

​these dreams of peace begin here as we share the peace of Christ with one another.​

​May the peace of Christ be with you.​

​And also with you.​

​RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD​

​FOOD FOR THOUGHT​

​HYMN TLUS # 30​ ​We’re the Light of All the World (We Are a Rainbow)​

​OFFERING INVITATION​

​OFFERING SONG:​ ​Sharing Song​

​Raffi​

​PRAYER OF DEDICATION​
​May these gifts of talent, time, and money bring encouragement, strength, and peace to each​

​other and to all who need care, O God, and may our gifts, in some small way, bear witness to​

​our love.​

​Amen.​

​Gathering LE 2026-​​George Allan,​​Chatham, Ont.​

​PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE​
​Shepherding God,​

​teach us your voice.​

​Speak to us, so we will know you.​

​Let us hear your wisdom.​

​Let us receive your care.​

​Shepherding God, speak to us.​

​Shepherding God,​

​be near us.​

​Tend to us, enfold us in care.​

​Help us trust your guidance.​

​Help us follow your call.​

​Shepherding God, tend to us.​

​Shepherding God,​

​nurture all your beloved.​

​Give us, and all the world, life abundant.​

​May your nearness make us brave.​

​May your faithfulness dispel our fears.​

​Shepherding God, give us life abundant.​

​Prayer tree prayers​



​Amen.​

​Work of Imagination - Illustrated Ministry​

​JESUS’ PRAYER, THE LORD’S PRAYER​

​SENDING HYMN: TLUS# 138​ ​Let’s Go Together​

​BLESSING & SENDING​
​Beloved children of God,​

​as you return to the wild wilderness of everyday life,​

​encourage the leaders around you, develop your own leadership gifts,​

​and cling to the one who will guide us through every valley and mountain pass.​

​Go out into the world remembering the Good Shepherd who cares for your every need, often​

​through the love of this community.​

​Amen.​

​SENDING SONG:​ ​The Swingin’ Shepherd​
​Moe Koffman​

​Thank you for joining in worship today​​❤️ ​

​MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH​

​A community of caring within the United Church of Canada​

​24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue​

​Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Pastor​

​Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music​

​Jenna Peace, Office Administrator​

​office@mergingwaters.ca​

​(514) 457-5819​

​www.mergingwaters.ca​

​UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.​

​March​

​15​

​Lent IV​

​Accountable Leadership​

​PIE Sunday​​🌈 ​

​AND St Paddy's Irish coffee! 🍀 ​



​March​

​22​

​Lent V​

​True Allegiance​

​We welcome Rev. Joëlle Leduc in a pulpit swap​

​with Ste Genny's!​

​March​

​29​

​Palm Sunday 🌴 ​

​Sacred Protest​

​Spare Parts 🎸 ​


