Merging Waters United Church
Lent 1ll - “Holy Confrontation”

International Women'’s Day

Sunday Morning Worship March 8, 2026

WELCOME / BIENVENUE

Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe

People of all ages, identities, and walks of life . .. ., .. .
I'age, 'identité ou les conditions de vie.

are welcome.

Peu importe ou que vous soyez, qui que
vous soyez, hous vous accueillons dans
I'amour et la communauté pour louer Dieu
ensembles.

Wherever you are, whoever you are, we
welcome you in love and community to
worship.

Wherever we are, we're close in one

, Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la
another’s hearts.

distance.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte
gras.

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidéles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without
authorization.

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans
autorisation.



WELCOME

LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE
GATHERING

GATHERING SONG: We Are One in
Spirit
Words & Music by Peter Scholtes, arranged by M.Woytiuk

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

Let us begin by acknowledging that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the
Kanienkeha:ka, Huron-Wendat and Anishinaabeg Peoples.

We recognize that this land has been cared for since time immemorial by
Indigenous Peoples. In honouring this land, we also acknowledge the stories of
marginalized women throughout history, Indigenous women, Girls & 2Spirt Peoples and—like
the Canaanite woman and the daughters of Zelophehad—who have been pushed to the
margins, deemed 'other' or deemed unworthy of time & space. We acknowledge that
we are on stolen land and commit to centering the voices, rights, and
wisdom of Indigenous women and all who have been displaced or excluded.
We commit ourselves to acting in solidarity with Indigenous communities and those whose
connection to this land has been severed or challenged. We acknowledge the wisdom
of women who have walked this land, including those who were outsiders,
and we commit to walking together in justice, ensuring this land is a place
where all are welcomed.

CANDLE LIGHTING

We light the Christ candle, reminding us that God’s light shines among us and we are called to
carry that light to others and in the world. We light another candle for The

Canaanite Woman, the daughters of Zelophehad and all those strong
persistent, resistant & resilient women since. For breaking the silence. Both
stories honour women who spoke up when they were expected to be silent. They
demonstrated that "persistent faith" can overcome overwhelming obstacles. For their stance
on justice and equity as they changed legal and social structures to bring about fairness. For
challenging the status quo. They serve as role models for fighting against unjust traditions in
both community and society.

Let us honour those who, despite being or are marginalized, had/have the
audacity to ask for what was/is rightfully theirs and, in doing so, paved &
currently pave the way for others.

GATHERING HYMN: MV# 99 Stand, O Stand



Firm

Verse |

Sisters Stand, O Stand Firm,
Sisters Stand, O Stand Firm.
Sisters Stand, O Stand firm
and see what our God can do.

Verse 2

Brothers Stand, O Stand Firm,
Brothers Stand, O Stand Firm.
Brothers Stand, O Stand firm
and see what our God can do.

Verse 3

People Stand, O Stand Firm,
People Stand, O Stand Firm.
People Stand, O Stand firm
and see what our God can do.

Verse 4

Stand, O Stand Firm,

Stand, O Stand Firm,

Stand O Stand firm

and see what our God can do.

SPIRITUAL FOCUS

GATHERING PRAYER

Compassionate Creator, you listen to the cries of all your children and are quick to respond
with love and kindness.As Jesus’ heart was opened by the pleading of a neighbour in need
(though it took a while), we open our hearts to the sighs and longings of our world.Teach us
to be courageous in faith, speaking up for justice and persisting in hope that makes all things
new.Amen

Written by lllustrated Ministry, Adapted by Carling Barry

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

THE WORD MATTHEW 15:21-28
NRSVUE
The Canaanite Woman’s Faith

21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon.22 Just
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have

mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23

But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying,



“Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.”

24 25

He answered,“l was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It

is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes,

Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’[a] table.” 28

Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as
you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment.

NUMBERS 27:1-11 MSG
The Daughters of Zelophehad
27 The daughters of Zelophehad showed up.Their father was the son of
Hepher son of Gilead son of Makir son of Manasseh, belonging to the clans of
Manasseh son of Joseph.The daughters were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and

Tirzah. 2-4 They came to the entrance of the Tent of Meeting. They stood
before Moses and Eleazar the priest and before the leaders and the congregation
and said, “Our father died in the wilderness. He wasn’t part of Korah’s rebel anti-
God gang. He died for his own sins.And he left no sons. But why should our
father’s name die out from his clan just because he had no sons? So, give us an
inheritance among our father’s relatives.”

Moses brought their case to God. 6-7 God ruled:*“Zelophehad’s daughters

are right. Give them land as an inheritance among their father’s relatives. Give
them their father’s inheritance.

8-11 “Then tell the People of Israel, if a man dies and leaves no son, give his
inheritance to his daughter. If he has no daughter, give it to his brothers. If he has
no brothers, give it to his father’s brothers. If his father had no brothers, give it
to the nearest relative so that the inheritance stays in the family. This is the
standard procedure for the People of Israel, as commanded by God through
Moses.”

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
FOOD FOR THOUGHT Carling Barry
OFFERING INVITATION

OFFERING SONG: Sharing
Song

Rdffi



PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Creator, we come before you today, not relying on our own merit or standing, but holding
onto the promise of your boundless grace, just as the Canaanite woman approached Jesus
with humble boldness. Though she was considered an outsider, her faith moved the heart of
Jesus.

Creator, we offer you our lives, our work, and our "crumbs"—the small, seemingly insignificant
pieces of our time and gifts—knowing that in your hands, they are more than enough to feed
a multitude.We trust that you take what is offered in sincerity and turn it into a harvest of
righteousness.Accept this offering of our hearts, our dedication, and our unwavering trust.
May our lives be a testament to your character, as we press through silence, delays, and
obstacles to honor you.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Holy One, these prayers carry our gratitude.

So much beauty and care sustain us.

We give thanks for this congregation, community

for songs and stories and friends,

for space at the table.

Holy One, hear our prayer of thanksgiving.

May our gratitude make us gentle and generous
with ourselves, with each other, and with all.

Prayer tree prayers...

These prayers carry our frustration.

So much desperate need surrounds us.

We pray for all who suffer in body, mind, and spirit.
We lament the systems that fail us.

We rail against the denial of dignity.

Holy One, hear our prayer born of struggle.
May our frustration make us fierce advocates
for ourselves, for each other, and for all.
These prayers carry our hope.

So much is possible when we remember

the healing, transforming, renewing power of your love.
In this silence, hear the prayers we raised to you:

(time for silence)

Holy One, hear the prayer of our hearts.
May our hope give us courage and care
to embody your love for all the world.
Amen.
Written by lllustrated Ministry

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Written by lllustrated Ministry

INVITATION



Know that when you come to the table, you don’t come alone. Know that when you come to
the table, you don’t have to be perfect, just your authentic self.

We come with our fears, to be reassured.

We come with our frustrations, to renew our hope.

We come with our grief, to be held in love.

We come with our apathy, to taste imagination.

We come, all of us, with every part of us. We come

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Creator be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your fears, your hopes, your dreams

We lift them up to Creator

Let us give thanks to our generous, imaginative, awe- inspiring Creator.
We joyfully give our thanks and praise.

And so, with your people on earth and all the saints before us,

we praise your name and join the unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Creator, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of Creator. Hosanna in the
highest.

COMMUNION HYMN: TLUS # 28 I'm Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Saying, “Drink from it, all of you. For this is love poured out for you and for many.”
Because of these simple and remarkable acts, we offer ourselves to be your hands and
feet,and we proclaim the mystery of our faith:

All: Christ was executed.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

PRAYER OF JESUS

SHARING THE FEAST

PRAYER FOLLOWING COMMUNION

Gracious Creator, we thank you for these tangible gifts of bread and cup that feed our bodies
and nourish our souls.

May these blessings of grace be shared, not hoarded. Though we have been fed today at the
table, may we still walk away hungry for justice, working for freedom and fullness for all of
your creation.Amen.

SENDING HYMN: MV #179 Sisters Let Us Walk
Together

Verse |.



Sisters let us walk together, sharing sadness,
loss and grief, we will move through pain to wholeness,
brokenness transformed to peace.

Verse 2

Brothers let us work together, seeking justice,
healing shame, filled with hope, embued with courage
every violence we will name.

Verse 3

People let us love together, joining spirits,
linking hands, we are God’s unique creation
clothed with dignity we’ll stand.

BLESSING & SENDING
lllustrated Ministries, adapted by Carling Barry

SENDING SONG: | Am Woman
Music by Helen Reddy arrangement by M.Woytiuk

Thank you for joining in worship today ¢
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UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.

Lent IlI
March 8 Holy Confrontation
Communion



March 15

March 22

Lent IV
Accountable Leadership

PIE Sunday /7

AND St Paddy's Irish coffee! %

LentV

True Allegiance

We welcome Rev. Joélle Leduc in a pulpit
swap with Ste Genny's!



