
 

 

Merging Waters United Church 

Transfiguration & Communion Sunday 

 Sixth after Epiphany, Black History Month 

  

Sunday Morning Worship February 15, 2026 

WELCOME / BIENVENUE 

People of all ages, identities, and 
walks of life are welcome. 

Wherever you are, whoever you are, 
we welcome you in love and 
community to worship. 

Wherever we are, we’re close in one 
another’s hearts. 

Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe l’âge, 
l’identité ou les conditions de vie. 

Peu importe où que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez, 
nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté 
pour louer Dieu ensembles. 

Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance. 

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras. 

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do 
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person. 

Veillez à ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidèles souffrant de 
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits 
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne. 



To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without 
authorization. 

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans 
autorisation. 

WELCOME 

LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE  

GATHERING 
 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY & CANDLE 
LIGHTING 
 
As a community of faith within the United Church of Canada, we begin by 
acknowledging that we gather on land that is sacred, land entrusted by the Creator to 
Indigenous Peoples since time immemorial. We honour the stewardship, wisdom, and 
spiritual connection of the First Nations, Métis, and Inuit communities who have lived, 
prayed, and cared for this land long before settlers arrived. 
We name specifically the Kanienkehá:ka, Anishinaabeg and Huron-Wendat Peoples of 
these unceded territories. 
We also acknowledge the ongoing legacy of colonialism, including the trauma of 
residential schools, the displacement of Indigenous communities, and the systemic 
injustices that continue today. In particular, we name the national crisis of Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls, and Two-Spirit People. Their lives matter. Their 
absence is a wound in the heart of this land and its peoples. 
As followers of Jesus, who stood with the marginalized and called for justice, we 
commit ourselves to truth-telling, reconciliation, and solidarity. We recognize that 
land acknowledgements are not enough—they must be paired with action, listening, 
and transformation. 
May this acknowledgement be a living prayer: for healing, for justice, and for the 
restoration of right relationship with the land and its original peoples. We walk 
humbly, knowing that reconciliation is sacred work, and that God’s Spirit moves 
among us, calling us toward peace, dignity, and mutual respect. 
                      
GATHERING SONG         A Change Is Gonna Come  

Sam Cooke 
 
SPIRITUAL FOCUS                                          “Black Butterfly” 

A poem by Erin M.    
Black Butterfly, Black Butterfly 
Out of the darkness 
And into the light 
Black Butterfly, Black Butterfly 
Spread Your Wings 



And Prepare to Take Flight 
Black Butterfly, Black Butterfly 
Struggle and Strain 
To Shed Your Cocoon 
Black Butterfly, Black Butterfly 
Emerge from the dark 
The Dawn will come soon 
Black Butterfly, Black Butterfly 
Use all your might 
And bear through the pain 
Black Butterfly, Black Butterfly 
You’ll Make it through the storm 
And be cleansed by the rain 
Black Butterfly, Black Butterfly 
A new day is here 
Tho’ the past was bleak 
Black Butterfly, Black Butterfly 
Time to step out 
Receive the answers you seek 
Black Butterfly, Black Butterfly 
Receive Your Rewards 
And struggle no more 
Black Butterfly, Black Butterfly 
Leave it all behind 
As you enter a new door 
Black Butterfly, Black Butterfly 
No longer caged 
In Captivity 
Black Butterfly, Black Butterfly 
Free to Be You and Live Authentically 

*This poem was inspired by the song Black Butterfly written by Barry Mann and 
Cynthia Weil and sung by Deniece William 

GATHERING PRAYER 
 
O Holy Mystery, 
As we gather today, we boldly claim the promise that where two or three are gathered 
in your name, the Light of the World is present with us. On this holy mountain in this 
space of worship and gathering, we seek a glimpse of your glory—the light that shines 
in the darkness and can never be overcome.  
Transforming God, 
We admit that we often prefer the comfort of our routines and the "safety" of the 
mountain top. Forgive our complacency when we choose to stay fixed in our ways 
rather than following you into the places of need. Lift our hearts and open our ears to 
hear your voice, especially when it calls us out of our comfort zones to serve the 
world.  



Nurturing Spirit, 
As you transfigured Jesus in a beam of light, transfigure us also from dull wax into 
glowing beacons. Transform us from our cocoons into new ways of living your path of 
love. May your grace renew us so that we might reflect your love and justice in our 
communities. Grant us the courage to follow where you lead, to be your hands and 
feet in the world.  
In the name of the Christ, our guide and our hope, we pray. 
Amen.  
 
GATHERING HYMN: MV # 94                      Love Knocks and Waits 
 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 
 
FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

THE WORD              Matthew 17:1–9 NRSVUE 

The Transfiguration 
17 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led 
them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and 
his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became bright as light. 3 Suddenly there 
appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, 
it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I[a] will set up three tents here, one for you, 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright 
cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved;[b] with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, 
they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched 
them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8 And when they raised their eyes, they 
saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the 
vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT                Carling Barry                                         
 
OFFERING INVITATION 
 
OFFERING HYMN:  MV# 115                    Behold, I Make All Things 
New 

                                                                          
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Creator who is creating and transforming, 



use these gifts from our hearts and ability, for the transformation of this world, 
in light, in love and in justice. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
When we gather to worship, and we realize we are in your  
holy presence, we are often amazed and sometimes a bit  
afraid. We have much on our minds and much to tell you,  
 
Dear One. Touch our hearts and calm our racing minds.  
Stay with us awhile and hear our prayers. 
We bring prayers before you for the world you’ve created and  
entrusted to our care. 
Stay with us awhile and hear our prayers. (Offer a time of silence.) 
 
We bring prayers before you for our country, as we  
wrestle with problems and issues that divide us. 
Stay with us awhile and hear our prayers. (Offer a time of silence.) 
 
We bring prayers before you for our church as we seek to  
be your hands and face in our community and beyond. 
Stay with us awhile and hear our prayers. (Offer a time of silence.) 
 
We bring prayers before you for our family, friends, and neighbours.  
Stay with us awhile and hear our prayers. (Offer a time of  silence.) 
 
We carry so many things with us today – distractions, obligations, to-do lists – 
overshadow them that we may clearly hear the voice of your Son Jesus,  
the one we love and want to follow, and the one who taught us to pray, Amen. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

SERVICE OF THE TABLE (Adapted from A Song of Faith) 
 
INVITATION 
In this sacrament, the ordinary things of life 
point to the sacred in the midst of life, 
and beyond themselves to God and God’s love; 
visible signs of the grace of God. 
All are welcome, in the name of Jesus, 
to share in this vision of creation healed and restored. 
All are invited as guests and friends of Jesus 
to the table where none shall go hungry. 
Let us taste the mystery of God’s great love for us, 
and be renewed in faith and hope. 
 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We sing a song of thanksgiving, O God. 
Our first response to your providence is gratitude. 
We thank you for your loving action in all things. 
Through our ancestors in the faith 
you show us faithful living; 
upon their lives our lives are built. 
You call us to be part of this communion of saints, 
experiencing the fulfillment of God’s grace 
even as we anticipate a new heaven and a new earth,  
here today not in some faraway future. 
 
And we find you made known in Jesus of Nazareth, 
so we sing of Jesus, a Jew, born to a woman in poverty 
in a time of social upheaval and political oppression. 
He crossed barriers of race, class, culture, and gender. 
He preached and practiced unconditional love— 
and he commanded his followers to love one another 
as he had loved them, as you are Loved. 
 
Because his witness to your love was threatening, 
those exercising power sought to silence him. 
On the eve of his torture and execution, 
he gathered with his friends. 
 
He took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it, 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
“Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. 
Each time you do this, remember me.” 
 
After the meal, he took a cup, and after giving thanks, 
passed it to his friends, saying: 
“Drink. This cup, poured out for you, 
is the promise of God. 
Whenever you drink it, remember me.” 
In Jesus, O God, 
you make all things new. 
In his life, teaching, and self-offering, 
you empower us to live in love. 
Nothing separates us from your love. 



And so we sing of your Spirit, 
faithful and untamable, 
creatively and redemptively active in the world, 
and in and through these gifts and this gathering. 
 
Grateful for all your loving action, 
we cannot keep from singing 
until all things have found wholeness and union in you, 
Holy God, Holy Mystery, Wholly Love. 
 
Communion Hymn: VU# 951  Eng/Sp/Eng     Holy, Holy, Holy  
Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you! 
My heart is glad to say the words: You are holy, God! 
 
PRAYER OF JESUS (in Mohawk) 
We gather these and all our prayers, thankful that we may turn to you as to a Mother, 
brooding over us, as our Parent in loving care. 
We share now the prayer Jesus taught us, 
And as we remember all the MMWIG & Two-Spirit Peoples we pray in the 
Language of the Peoples who continue to invite us into sacred relationship . . . . 
 
the bread is broken 
The body of Christ, the bread of life, given for you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
the cup is filled 
The blood of Christ, the cup of blessing, given for you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SHARING THE FEAST (Arioso by Bach) 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We place our hope in you, O Holy Mystery. 
Transforming and transformed,  
we sing of a life beyond life 
and a future good beyond imagining: 
a new heaven and a new earth, 
the end of sorrow, pain, and tears. 
Until then, help us to embrace the present 
and embody hope. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: TLUS # 117       Could It Be That God Is Singing 
(Music VU# 374) 
 
BLESSING & SENDING 



Be blessed, perfectly imperfect people of God. 
Be filled with compassion, love, and peace. 
Be transformed by God’s love and grace. 
May we know how deeply we are loved. 
May we know how important each one of our lives is. 
May we pay attention to the whispers of the Spirit within our hearts. 
May we know the constant love and presence of God. 
May it be so! 

Adapted From the Gathering ACE -Susan Girard, Riverview U.C., Atikokan, Ont. 
 
SENDING SONG:                                   What’s Going On?    

     Marving Gaye, arrangement by Michael Woytiuk 

Thank you for joining in worship today ❤ 

 

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH 
A community of caring within the United Church of Canada 
24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue 
Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Pastor 
Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music 
Jenna Peace, Office Administrator 
office@mergingwaters.ca 
(514) 457-5819 
www.mergingwaters.ca 
 
 

UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m. 

15-Feb Black History Month continues 
Transfiguration Sunday 
Communion 

17-Feb 

Tuesday 

Don't forget the pancake dinner! 

18-Feb 

Wednesday 

Ash Wednesday shared service at St Genevieve United 
Church, 4697 Boul. Saint-Jean, Dollard-des-Ormeaux 



Feb 22 Black History Month continues 

Guest speaker: Sheldon Lewis 
First Sunday of Lent:  

Rooted Resistance 

Mar 1 Lent 2: Disruptive Blessings 

Annual General Meeting after worship 

 

 

 


