
 

Merging Waters United Church 

Epiphany Sunday- Courageous Defiance 

Sunday Morning Worship, January 4, 2026 

WELCOME / BIENVENUE 

People of all ages, identities, and 
walks of life are welcome. 

Wherever you are, whoever you 
are, we welcome you in and 
community to worship. 

Wherever we are, we’re close in one 
another’s hearts. 

Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe l’âge, 
l’identité ou les conditions de vie. 

Peu importe où que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez, 
nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté 
pour louer Dieu ensembles. 

Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance. 

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras. 

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do 
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person. 

Veillez à ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidèles souffrant de 
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits 
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne. 

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without 
authorization. 

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans 
autorisation. 

WELCOME 



LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE    

GATHERING 
 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY  
 
LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
 
Jesus is born!  
 

Immanuel! God is with us!  

 
The world is different, but not everyone knows this yet. The magi suspect, but they do 
not yet know. Wise people today wonder how things can be different. The empire seems 
so strong. Children continue to be vulnerable, and oppressive regimes exist. And yet, 
there is also a courageous defiance. Joy that bubbles up when it would seem impossible. 
Kindness and generosity from those who have little to nothing. The magi, like us, are 
dreaming of a different world.  
 
A world where all children are able to remain securely with their families.  
 
A world where leaders care more about the people they lead than the position they 
possess.  
 
A world where all basic needs are met, including food, housing, health care, and 
education.  
 
The dream is for the world to be as it is in heaven. A place where every person is valued, 
just as they are, and our systems reflect the best of caring for one another.  
 

Immanuel, God-with-us, thank you for being present when life unravels and for giving 
us the strength to keep going toward your blessings.  

Light the Christ candle. 
 
GATHERING HYMN:   VU # 82          A Light is Gleaming
  
SPIRITUAL FOCUS  
We gather together in this place:  
prophets and dreamers, singers and poets,  
we who dare to imagine a world renewed;  
we who dare to dream God’s dream.  
 
We listen with Joseph,  



guided by faith and dreams.  
In fear or in flight,  
God is our refuge.  
By the light of a star,  
God guides us on the way.  
 
Come and worship, all you who dream and imagine.  
We have come to wonder and praise.   

Adapted from: The Will to Dream Advent 
GATHERING PRAYER 
God of the journey,  
be our guide as we navigate  
ventures of which we cannot yet see the ending,  
paths yet untraveled, joys and perils unknown.  
Accompany us with protection and mercy,  
and aid all who are far from home.  
Bring us in safety to our holy destinations  
and our promised rest,  
through Christ, our companion. Amen.  

Adapted from: The Will to Dream Advent 
A YEAR IN REVIEW 

HYMN VU # 299          Teach Me God to Wonder   

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART & BLESSING OF THE DOOR FOR 2026     

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 
JOSEPH 
 
THE WORD                       MATTHEW 2:1-15 
The Visit of the Magi 
2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi[a] from 
the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star in the east[b] and have come to pay him 
homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah[c] was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for 
so it has been written by the prophet: 
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd[d] my people Israel.’ ” 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi[e] and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 



diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east,[f] until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped,[g] they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road. 
The Escape to Egypt 
13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I 
tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 Then 
Joseph[h] got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt 15 and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son. 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD  
 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT  

HYMN VU # 89        From A Distant Home
                  
OFFERING INVITATION 

OFFERING HYMN                        This Little Light of Mine  
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Holy God, we bring our gifts and offerings to you because the voices of the prophets 
remind us of something bigger, something greater than any system this world offers us. 
We believe when we trust you with our resources, the Kin-dom of God comes much 
closer to reality on earth. Help us steward these gifts to create abundant life and love. 
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God of the starry skies, God of the dirt-beaten path,  
we give thanks for the many ways you make yourself known.  
We give thanks for the invitation to bring our joys and sorrows,  
our hopes and our hearts, to you in prayer.  
Gracious One,  
in your mercy, hear our prayers.  
 
God of plowshares, you interrupt violence with visions and dreams.  
You expose the plans of the powerful that would only serve to protect their own 
interests.  



We pray for the courage to stand against corruption and for one another.  
Gracious One,  
in your mercy, hear our prayers.  
 
Ever-present Friend, you accompany your people as they seek safety.  
You promise that none of us are ever outside your care.  
Grant your protection to all who flee from harm,  
your compassion to all who would receive them.  
Gracious One,  
in your mercy, hear our prayers.  
 
Incarnate One, may each of us value our own bodies, and each other’s,  
as holy sites, deserving of dignity and honor.  
May all our bodies receive the tending and care they need.  
May we live out the promise of sanctuary for all who seek it.  
Gracious One,  
in your mercy, hear our prayers.  
 
Come again to us this Epiphany, God.  
May we learn from our storied ancestors how to look for you,  
how to trust you, how to follow you toward a faith-filled life.  
Gracious One,  
n your mercy, hear our prayers. 
 
 
JESUS’ PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
STAR WORDS - INTRODUCTION (with musical offering: Let It Be) 
 
CLOSING HYMN VU #87        I am the Light of the World 
  
BLESSING & SENDING 

Through the work of Christ in the world and on the cross,  
we see empire, fear, violence, and cruelty  
replaced with courage, wisdom, protection, and the will to dream of so much more.  
May we go forth from this place and be God’s hands and feet,  
offering courageous defiance against those who would seek to oppress.  
May our eyes see what is beautiful before us.  
May our ears hear God’s voice.  
May our mouths share the gospel with others. 
 
Go out into the world, embracing the world to dream,  
knowing that God will not hide from you.  
God guides and leads, helping us 



to care for the least of these as if they were God. 
 
SENDING SONG               The Old Irish Blessing 
 
Thank you for joining in worship today ❤ 
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UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m. 

January 4 Epiphany 
Looking back at last year and looking forward 
to the new!  

January 11 Baptism of Jesus, First after Epiphany 
John Abbott Professor Clea Notar guest 

 
 
 


