Merging Waters United Church
Christmas Eve- Embodied Promise

Candlelight Service Worship, 7pm. December 24, 2025
WELCOME / BIENVENUE

People of all ages, identities, and Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I'age,
walks of life are welcome. I'identité ou les conditions de vie.

Wherever you are, whoever you Peu importe ol que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,
are, we welcome you in and nous vous accueillons dans I'amour et la communauté
community to worship. pour louer Dieu ensembles.

Wherever we are, we're close in one Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.
another’s hearts.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidéles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without
authorization.



Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans
autorisation.

WELCOME
LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE
GATHERING

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

GATHERING SONG: Who Comes This Night
Dave Grushin

SPIRITUAL FOCUS

We gather together in this place:

prophets and dreamers, singers and poets,

we who dare to imagine a world renewed;

we who dare to dream God’s dream.

We ponder with Mary;

we marvel at Christ’s birth.

God comes to us, a vulnerable child— a baby
heaven and earth, meeting in a manger.

The angels sing, the shepherds dance.

We treasure these things in our hearts.

Come and worship, all you who dream and imagine.
We have come to wonder and praise.
Adapted from: The Will to Dream Advent

GATHERING PRAYER

God of the vulnerable,
you come to us in ways that defy expectation:
as a fragile baby, not a trampling warrior;
birthed in a stable, not a palace;
born in the quiet stillness of night.
Teach us to look for you in the tender things.
Make our hearts soft and our spirits generous,
living the way of Christ, born to us this night. Amen.
Adapted from: The Will to Dream Advent

GATHERING HYMN VU # 60, vs. 1, 3 O Come All Ye Faithful

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING



The birth of Jesus has been told and retold a thousand times and in a thousand ways.
Its impact cannot be contained in any one perspective. But who is telling the story
changes how we hear it, how we imagine it, how we experience it.

Close your eyes for a moment and imagine new parents who are excited to meet their
son. Herod is terrified he might lose power and influence. The shepherds are in awe of
all they have seen and heard. Whose perspective you consider changes the experience.
Is this a story about an innocent child coming into the world or a story about one
coming to upset the empire?

(wait a full ten seconds before speaking resumes)
Now you may open your eyes. We hope, when we believe something good is on the
horizon! We hope, when we recognize all is not yet as it should be. Before we can
hope, we must be honest with what is wrong, including racism, ableism, sexism,
homophobia, Christian nationalism, and more. Our world is not what it should be, but
with Jesus, we have hope that one day it will be.
We light the candle of hope because hope creates a path for a new, unknown story to
unfold.

Light the first candle.
Hope allows us to set down, even temporarily, anxiety and worry for much-needed
peace. Peace allows for a respite, bringing much-needed restoration. And restoration is
needed to act without becoming numb or burned out.
We light the candle of peace because peace requires us to pay attention to the needs of
those around us.

Light the second candlle.
When we are at peace, we can see joy in the most unexpected of places. Mary and
Joseph found joy in a warm and dry manger. We can find joy in small acts of kindness
and beauty in a harsh world.
We light the candle of joy because joy sustains us in the midst of uncertainty.

Light the third (pink) candle.
From joy we move to love! Love for God, love for family, for our neighbors, and for
this world. Love motivates us to protect others and this world for generations to come.
Love is far more than an emotion; it is the foundation of the gospel that is good for all!
We light the candle of love because love makes the impossible possible.

Light the fourth candle.
Tonight, we light the Christ candle. May we acknowledge the new light it provides,
breaking through the darkness, disrupting what is, lighting the path for our dreams to
come.
Give us the will to dream, O God. May all be true in your name.

Light the Christ candle.

CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN VU # 6 vs. 4 A Candle Is Burning

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
HYMN VU # 64 , vs. 1 O Little Town Of Bethlehem



THE WORD LUKE 2:1-20

The Birth of Jesus

2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor
of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because
he was descended from the house and family of David. > He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. ¢ While they were
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place in the guest room.[

The Shepherds and the Angels
8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. ® Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. '° But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid, for see, | am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: " to
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,®! the Lord. 2 This
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” ¥ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host,[d praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!™

HYMN VU # 38, vs 1 Angels We Have Heard on High

THE WORD LUKE 2:15-20
1>When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” 6 So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 7 When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child, ®and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds told them, ® and Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in
her heart. 2° The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard
and seen, just as it had been told them.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

SONG It’s a Baby
Michael Woytiuk
OFFERING INVITATION

OFFERING HYMN VU # 73, vs1-3  The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202%3A1-20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24973a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202%3A1-20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24977b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202%3A1-20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24979c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202%3A1-20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24980d

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Holy God, we bring our gifts and offerings to you because the voices of the prophets
remind us of something bigger, something greater than any system this world offers us.
We believe when we trust you with our resources, the Kin-dom of God comes much
closer to reality on earth. Help us steward these gifts to create abundant life and love.
Amen.

CANDLELIGHT VIGIL

Remember, all you who are gathered, the journey of Advent.

Small, resilient lights of hope, peace, joy, and love have flickered

to remind us of God’s faithfulness through work, waiting, and lament.
Tonight, in the precious glow of a dream fulfilled,

we pause our lament, our work, and our waiting to celebrate the birth of
Jesus.

As we take the light from the Christ candle,

we remember Jesus, who demonstrates the fulfillment of God’s dream for
all of us.

And this dream, proclaimed by Mary, cherished by Joseph,

celebrated by Elizabeth, and witnessed by the world,

now fills us with promise.

The light of Christ does not end at the edge of this chancel, or this church
We share the light of Christ among us because the good news, the dream,
is large enough to share and bright enough to show us the way,

no matter what comes next.

Receive the light of Christ, born this day

for the liberation and peace of the whole world.
Adapted: The Will to Dream

HYMN VU # 67 vs 1, 3 Silent Night

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

As we pray, | invite you to join me in the postures | model—Ilifting our bodies along
with our words as part of our prayer.

O God, sometimes we find ourselves as the shepherds:

seeing your glory all around, filled to bursting with good news,

eager to tell the world of light breaking in, nothing to be done but to celebrate.
We give thanks for all who continue to tell their stories and yours,

and we lift our hands now

as we pray that we might listen well to one another

and amplify the good news.



Be born again, Lord Jesus, in us and in our world.

And sometimes we find ourselves as the innkeeper, as the animals:
serving as witness to a story unfolding around us,

offering what we have, though it may seem small.

We give thanks for all who strive to meet one another’s needs,
and we open our hands now

as we pray for open doors, open hearts, open minds.

Be born again, Lord Jesus, in us and in our world.

And sometimes we find ourselves as Mary,

equal parts committed and confounded, awestruck and on fire.

We remember our own invitation is like hers:

to embody your love, to nurture your dream.

We give thanks for all who labor to birth more care and more justice in our world.
We feel our heart beat now

as we remember to keep rhythm with your kin(g)dom coming.

Be born again, Lord Jesus, in us and in our world.

Amen.

JESUS’ PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER

CLOSING HYMN VU #59 vs 1, 4 Joy to the World

BLESSING & SENDING

What a gift to be present at the beginning of new life.

God, incarnate, stepped out of heaven to come as an infant,

reminding us all that new life is possible in the most difficult of times.

As we go forth from this place,

may we see present possibilities, not just distant dreams.

May we lift up our gratitude that on that quiet night beneath the noise of the empire,
Christ was born, not in power but in vulnerability.

Go out into the world, embracing the will to dream,
and filled with the knowledge that new life is possible.
As we celebrate the incarnation,

be reminded that God is indeed always with you.

SENDING SONG Amen, Go Tell It on the Mountain
Traditional Spiritual, Mary MacDonald/Michael Woytiuk

Thank you for joining in worship today §



MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH

A community of caring within the United Church of Canada

24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue

Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Pastor

Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music
Cassandra Bush, Interim Office Administrator

office@mergingwaters.ca

(514) 457-5819

www.mergingwaters.ca

UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.

24-Dec Christmas Eve: Embodied Love
(Wednesday) Service at 7 pm
January 4 Epiphany

Looking back at last year and looking forward
to the new!
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