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WELCOME / BIENVENUE

People of all ages, identities, and Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I’age,
walks of life are welcome. I'identité ou les conditions de vie.

Wherever you are, whoever you Peu importe ou que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,
are, we welcome you in and nous vous accueillons dans I'amour et la communauté
community to worship. pour louer Dieu ensembles.

Wherever we are, we're close in one Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.
another’s hearts.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidéles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without
authorization.

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans
autorisation.

WELCOME
LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE



GATHERING

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE)

GATHERING SONG: The Will to Dream
Words & music by Nathan Evand fox, Andrea Hamilton, and Amanda
Meisenheimer

How long will the poor be hungry

How long will the babies cry

How long will the people weep

For the trees are gone and the wells run dry
The well run dry

There’s work in the waiting

Give us the will to dream, the will to dream
Give us the will to dream

Give us the will to dream, the will to dream
Give us the will to dream as we prepare the way

How long have we held a promise
Held a promise to be kept

To bring down the proud and mighty
And make sure every belly’s fed
Make sure every bell’s fed

There’s work in the waiting

Give us the will to dream, the will to dream
Give us the will to dream

Give us the will to dream, the will to dream
Give us the will to dream as we prepare the way

There’s work in the waiting
Longin’ for the things of love
Livin’ from our longing
Preparing for the One

Holy one, you never left us
Never turned your face away
We turn to you to help us dream
Of kin-dom come to us today

Give us the will to dream, the will to dream



Give us the will to dream

Give us the will to dream, the will to dream
Give us the will to dream as we prepare the way
Give us the will to dream as we prepare the way

SPIRITUAL FOCUS

We gather together in this place:

prophets and dreamers, singers and poets,
we who dare to imagine a world renewed;
we who dare to dream God’s dream.

We proclaim expectation with lsaiah!
God’s redemption is near!

Through tears and through trials,

we hold fast to our hope.

Do not fear, for God is faithful.

Our redemption rises with the dawn.

Come and worship, all you who dream and wait.
We have come to wonder and praise.
The Will to Dream Advent

GATHERING PRAYER

God who is, who was, and who is to come,
we enter this season of Advent keenly aware
of the brokenness in and around us.
Comfort our longing spirits,
and teach us again how to be people of profound hope.
You never leave our side, but walk with us in our pilgrimage
toward the renewed world you promise.
We pray as expectant people,
seeking again the assurance of your love,
brought to birth in Jesus Christ, our hope and our Way.
Amen.
The Will to Dream Advent

GATHERING HYMN MV #10 Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING

The birth of Jesus has been told and retold a thousand times and in a thousand ways.
Its impact cannot be contained in any one perspective. The element of the story we
focus on changes how we hear it, how we imagine it, and how we experience it.

Close your eyes for a moment and imagine the journey of Mary and Joseph. How do
they look? They are unaware that their unborn child will catch onto the prophets’ visions



and challenge the world to usher in justice, peace, and transformation. What are they
dreaming of for their child? What looks are they getting from those nearby?

(wait a full ten seconds before speaking resumes)

Open your eyes. We know the world is not always an easy place to welcome new life.
And yet, babies are born every day, and new families are formed.

What must those moments have been like for Mary and Joseph searching for a place to
be? Now, just like then, exhausted expectant parents, far from home, are searching for
safe spaces to settle. What must that be like for displaced families today?

Now, just like then, faithful families trust that somehow, each seemingly impossible
situation will work out.

Mary and Joseph held on to hope when their options seemed to be in short supply. It
was a hope that things would get better.

We light the candle of hope because hope creates a path for a new, unknown story
to unfold.

CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN TLUS #55 We Light This Candle
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

THE WORD [saiah 2:1-5
The Future House of God
2 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2|n days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3 Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;



neither shall they learn war any more.
> O house of Jacob,

come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!

ISAIAH
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
SONG You're the Voice

John Farnham

OFFERING INVITATION
OFFERING SONG Singing in the Dark

Carrie Newcomer

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Holy God, we bring our gifts and offerings to you because the voices of the prophets
remind us of something bigger, something greater than any system this world offers us.
We believe when we trust you with our resources, the kin-dom of God comes much
closer to reality on earth. Help us steward these gifts to create abundant life and love.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE-
Response:
hear our prayers, and shape us evermore into people of hope.

JESUS’ PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER

CLOSING HYMN MV # 106 | am the Dream

BLESSING & SENDING

Go forth from this place

and notice where hopeful change has taken place
and where it is still needed.

Raise your voice in praise of hopeful change,

and pray for where hope has yet to take root.
Consider how your actions and words

can contribute toward transformative justice,



and peace in your home, school, community, and beyond.

Go out in the world embracing the will to dream,
and may hope fill you and fuel you for the days ahead.

SENDING SONG The Dream Never Dies
The Cooper Brothers

Thank you for joining in worship today 4
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UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.

November 30 Advent begins with The Will to Dream!
Advent 1: Vigilant Hope

Music from Spare Parts

Women's Advent Event after worship

December 7 Advent 2: Disruptive Peace
White Gift Sunday
Intergenerational pageant @

December 14 Advent 3: Prophetically Defiant Joy
Celebration of Baptism




