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Sunday Morning Worship August 24, 2025
WELCOME / BIENVENUE

People of all ages, identities, and Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I’age,
walks of life are welcome. I'identité ou les conditions de vie.

Wherever you are, whoever you are, Peu importe ou que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,
we welcome you in love and nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté
community to worship. pour louer Dieu ensembles.

Wherever we are, we're close in one  Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.
another’s hearts.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidéles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without
authorization.

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans
autorisation.

WELCOME


https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=122222127902026094&set=a.122217432158026094&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXIb7HsxsP_a0KHFgA4fTV34-BObRE5FBuTz91WDQz8a5sp2TqPEW9U8SLZZW1EPWWkK345STdrdtoQbb8_SyRCMY6nzfJIo462qjsEj0vbQIFtP1XKvO5DQ8vw9wUhkOohGyrGv8Tph-BJsH7Neov7IRzH0MpGJ_9AKt5KDBSDRQ&__tn__=EH-R

LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE
GATHERING

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

We give thanks for the stewardship and care of the First Peoples and Nations who
continue to care for the lands on which we have our being; the Huron-Wendat,
Anishinaabeg, and Kanienkeha: ka (Mohawk) peoples.

We commit ourselves to continuing to lean into the calls to action from the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission.

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE)

GATHERING SONG Come Rejoice in Love
Music and Words: Jacques Bertier and Taizé
Music/words arranged and adapted: Pierre Gallant, September, 2019

Come, rejoice in Love,

Love for all the earth.

For the small, for the great, Love will quench your thirst.
Repeat

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Flows the universe,

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Ancient love comes first

SPIRITUAL FOCUS
All who are bent over with worry,
this is a place of sanctuary.
All who are burdened with life,
this is a house of care.
All who are lost to community,
this is a place of welcome.
All who travel with questions,
this is a community of seekers.
All who reach out to God,
this is a sacred space of worship.
Come, let us worship.

Adapted from Seasons’s of the Spirit Pentecost 2019

GATHERING PRAYER

We come to you, O God, bound by the world.
Speak your liberation to us.

We come to you, O God, burdened by life.
Teach us how to laugh again.



We come to you, O God, weighed down by anxiety.
Give us a new rhythm to follow.

Smooth our crumpled living, O God.

That we might move confidently into life with you.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: MV #12 (v. 1-4) Come Touch Our Hearts
1. Come touch our hearts

that we may know compassion,

from failing embers build a blazing fire;

love strong enough to overturn injustice,

to seek a world more gracious,

come touch and bless our hearts.

2. Come touch our souls

that we may know and love you,

your quiet presence all our fears dispel;
create a space for spirit to grow in us,
let life and beauty fill us,

come touch and bless our souls.

3. Come touch our minds

and teach us how to reason,

set free our thoughts to wonder and to dream;
help us to open doors of understanding,

to welcome truth and wisdom,

come touch and bless our minds.

4. Come touch us in

the moments we are fragile,

and in our weakness your great strength reveal;
that we may rise to follow and to serve,

steady now our nerve,

come touch and bless our wills.

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

THE WORD Luke 13:10-17 NRSVUE
Jesus Heals a Crippled Woman



1 Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. " And just then there
appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent
over and was quite unable to stand up straight. > When Jesus saw her, he called her
over and said, “Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” > When he laid his hands
on her, immediately she stood up straight and began praising God. ¥ But the leader of
the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the Sabbath, kept saying to the
crowd, “There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and
be cured and not on the Sabbath day.” > But the Lord answered him and said, “You
hypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the
manger and lead it to water? '® And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham
whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the
Sabbath day?” 7 When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame, and the entire
crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things being done by him.

ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
HYMN VU #371 Open My Eyes, That | May See

1 Open my eyes, that | may see

glimpses of truth thou hast for me;

place in my hands the wonderful key
that shall unclasp and set me free.
Silently now | wait for thee,

ready, my God, thy will to see.

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

2 Open my ears, that | may hear

voices of truth thou sendest clear;

and while the wavenotes fall on my ear,
everything false will disappear.

Silently now | wait for thee,

ready, my God, thy will to see.

Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!

3 Open my mouth, and let me bear
gladly the warm truth everywhere;

open my heart and let me prepare

love with thy children thus to share.
Silently now | wait for thee,

ready, my God, thy will to see.

Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine!



OFFERING INVITATION
OFFERING SONG MV #156 Dance with the Spirit

Dance with the Spirit early in the mornin',
walk* with the Spirit throughout the long day.
Work and hope for the new life a-bornin',

listen to the Spirit to show you the way.

nan

* "move", "sing"

Words: Jim Strathdee, 1995
Words copyright © 1995 by Jim and Jean Strathdee (Desert Flower Music), PO Box 1476,
Carmichael, CA 956091 (916) 481-2999. www.strathdeemusic.com. Used by permission.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Surprising, delighting God,

you give us much, and we return a portion.

Bless our gifts.

Send them out to delight and bless your world;

and heal and renew;

to lift up and celebrate.

With thanksgiving for all that you make possible. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
PEOPLE’S RESPONSE: “...and set one another free”

Voice One: God of all people,

you call us to be prophets,

to proclaim your word in all places.
Fill us with your spirit;

empower and encourage us

to believe in ourselves, and to be

true disciples of Jesus.

Guide us to challenge, within ourselves
and our world,

every tradition that binds freedom,
every belief that limits imagination,
every custom that refuses change.
Voice Two: Help us carry one another’s burdens,



O God,
All: and set one another free.

Voice One: God of love and eternity:

We live in a world burdened with prejudice.

People call one another names,

people live in fear,

people hide truths about themselves,

people are hurting,

people are bent over with loads

of scorn and oppression, and hurt.

Voice Two: Help us carry one another’s burdens, O God,
All: and set one another free.

Voice One: God of creation and justice,

in a world of terrible imbalance

between rich and power,

between those who control

and those who are controlled,

guide us to challenge the structures that keep

one person healthy and another weak,

every idea that forces one to serve another,

practices that destroy the earth,

this fragile home you have given to all people.

And may we continue to listen for the Spirit and follow
the way of love for the next one hundred years and more!
Voice Two: Help us carry one another’s burdens, O God,
All: and set one another free. Amen.

JESUS’ PRAYER In the language of your soul
CLOSING HYMN: MV # 144 Like A Healing Stream

1. Like a healing stream in a barren desert,
Spirit water bringing life to dusty earth,
God is trickling through our lives

as in a dream unfolding,

promising revival and rebirth...

like a healing stream.

2. Like a gentle rain on a thirsty garden,
Spirit water come to nourish tiny seed,
God is bubbling through the soil



to coax a new creation,
yearning for an end to want and need...
like a gentle rain.

3. Like a river strong with a restless current,
Spirit water rushing on to distant shore,
God is carving out a channel

in a new direction,

calling for an end to hate and war...

like a river strong.

4. Like a mighty sea reaching far horizons,
Spirit water with a love both deep and wide,
God is working in our hearts

to shape a new tomorrow:

God will always challenge and provide!

Like a mighty sea, like a river strong,

like a gentle rain, like a healing stream.

Words: Bruce Harding, 2003
Words copyright © 2003 by Bruce Harding, www.evensong.ca. Used by permission.

BLESSING & SENDING

From burden to blessing,

we go and share God’s promise with the world.
From shadow to celebration,

we go and share God’s promise with the world.
From forgotten to forgiven,

we go and share God’s promise with the world.
And God’s eternal blessing,

of light,

of love,

of grace,

be with you always.

We go and share God’s promise with the world.
Amen.

SENDING SONG How Then Shall | Live
Linnea Good

Took a walk outside of my walking. Stepped inside another’s shoes.

Walked the dusty borders between us. Paths I'd never chosen to choose.



How then shall | live? How then shall | live?
How then shall | live, O God? How then shall | live?

Heard a sound outside of my list'ning. Felt the living hum of the ground.
Waited on the voice of the spirit, singing with its new old sound.

How then shall | live? How then shall | live?
How then shall | live, O God? How then shall | live?

Saw the world outside of my looking. Gazed upon the eyes of its soul.
Held the hopes and fears of tomorrow, found the pieces making a whole.

How then shall | live? How then shall | live?
How then shall | live, O God? How then shall | live?

Took a step outside of my walking. Found within a beat that we share.
Walked with you the length of a lifetime, and made of life a living prayer.

How then shall | live? How then shall | live?
How then shall | live, O God? How then shall | live?
How then shall | live? How then shall | live?
How then shall | live, O God? How then shall | live?

Thank you for joining in worship today §

Thank you to Rev. Linda Buchanan and Rev. Christine-Marie Gladu for
your leadership and support in today’s service.

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH Merging Waters

A community of caring within the United Church of Canada United Church
24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue

Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Pastor

Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music ¥ i
Jo-Anne Windover, Office Administrator

office@mergingwaters.ca

(514) 457-5819

www.mergingwaters.ca

UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.


http://www.mergingwaters.ca/

August 31 West Island Cluster Summer Worship
Riverside United Church

September 7 West Island Cluster Summer Worship
Edgewater Park (CPU if rain)

September 14 Regular worship at Merging Waters returns!




