
 

Merging Waters United Church 

Sunday Morning Worship May 18, 2025 

Easter 5 / Communion 

WELCOME / BIENVENUE 

People of all ages, identities, and 
walks of life are welcome. 

Wherever you are, whoever you are, 
we welcome you in love and 
community to worship. 

Wherever we are, we’re close in one 
another’s hearts. 

Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe l’âge, 
l’identité ou les conditions de vie. 

Peu importe où que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez, 
nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté 
pour louer Dieu ensembles. 

Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance. 

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras. 

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do 
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person. 

Veillez à ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidèles souffrant de 
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits 
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne. 

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without 
authorization. 

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans 
autorisation. 

WELCOME 

LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE  

GATHERING 
 



ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY 
 
OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE) 
 
CENTERING MUSIC                    Let Love Go First 

 Xx 
Refrain; 
Let love go first, live compassion, 
Radiate Love’s caring passion, 
Let Love go first, activate Love’s chain reaction 
When faced with confrontation be slow to take the bait, 
Bring Love’s perspective, there’s harmony to make 
Discover the beauty of ‘Love goes first’. 
Verse 1 
Let resentment's hold let go, 
Move beyond and feel your spirit grow, 
Practice love with each encounter, 
Raise it up to higher ground, 
A peaceful place! 
Refrain 
Let love go first, live compassion, 
Radiate Love’s caring passion, 
Let Love go first, activate Love’s chain reaction 
When faced with confrontation be slow to take the bait, 
Bring Love’s perspective, there’s harmony to make 
Discover the beauty of ‘Love goes first’. 
Verse 2 
Hear your breath flowing in and out, 
Fill with zest for life, diminish doubt, 
Grateful for the gifts we’re given, 
Take them up to higher ground, 
a heavenly space! 
Refrain 
Let love go first, live compassion, 
Radiate Love’s caring passion, 
Let Love go first, activate Love’s chain reaction 
When faced with confrontation be slow to take the bait, 
Bring Love’s perspective, there’s harmony to make 
Discover the beauty of ‘Love goes first’. 
 



SPIRITUAL FOCUS 
Angels, sun, moon, highest heaven and waters above 
the heaven, come join the choir. 
Sea monsters and all the deeps, fire and hail, snow 
and frost, stormy wind, come join the choir. 
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars, 
wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying 
birds, come join the choir. 
Kings and queens of Earth and all peoples, princes 
and rulers of Earth, young men and women alike, 
old and young together, come join the choir. 
In unity and solidarity we join our voice in one chorus 
celebrating the Creator who gives life to all. 
Praise God who calls us into being and whose spirit 
unites us in harmony with all that is. 
Come, let us worship. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Creator of all life, we have no proof of your existence except 
for this deep longing for unity that exists within our very 
being. We look up at the stars and know they are part of us. 
We plant our feet on the earth, and we know it is a part of us. 
We breathe the air and know it is a part of us. We immerse 
ourselves in the water of life, and we know it is a part of us. 
We are one family of life and substance. You have created us 
in unity with all that exists. We are invited to Let love go first. 
We feel the pull of our togetherness. 
The more closely we are aligned with this oneness, the 
more keenly we are aware of your presence. With gratitude 
we share together in worship this day, joining our voices in 
a solidarity of praise. 
 
HYMN MV # 145                        Draw the Circle Wide 
 
Draw the circle wide. Draw it wider still. 
Let this be our song, no one stands alone, 
standing side by side, draw the circle wide. 
 
1. God the still point of the circle, 
'round whom all creation turns; 
nothing lost, but held forever, 
in God's gracious arms. R 
 
2. Let our hearts touch far horizons, 



so encompass great and small; 
let our loving know no borders, 
faithful to God's call. R 
 
3. Let the dreams we dream be larger, 
than we've ever dreamed before; 
let the dream of Christ be in us, 
open every. door. R 

xx 
 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 
 
THE WORD (SCRIPTURE)     Acts 11:1–18 VOICE 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

OFFERING INVITATION 

OFFERING SONG MV # 169         When Hands Reach Out Beyond 
Divides 
1. When hands reach out beyond divides 
and hope is truly found, 
each chain of hate will fall away 
and bells of peace shall sound, 
and bells of peace, of peace shall sound, 
and bells of peace shall sound, 
each chain of hate will fall away 
and bells of peace shall sound. 
 
2. When fear no longer guides our steps 
and days of war are done, 
God's dream for all shall live anew; 
our hearts will heal as one, 
our hearts will heal, will heal as one, 
our hearts will heal as one, 
God's dream for all shall live anew; 
our hearts will heal as one. 
 
3. When race and creed blind us no more, 
a neighbour's face we'll see, 
and we shall dance the whole world round, 
for love will set us free, 
for love, yes love will set us free, 
for love will set us free, 



and we shall dance the whole world round, 
for love will set us free. 
 

Words: Keri K. Wehlander, 2005 
Words copyright © 2005 by Keri W. Wehlander, www.creativeworship.ca. Used by 

permission. 
xx 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Giver of Life, we share what we have received.  
We dedicate these gifts as we rededicate ourselves to preparing the way 
for a new heaven and renewed Earth where all people  
and all Creation know the full measure of your peace.  
May these gifts reflect our praise and gratitude for the work of your 
spirit, drawing us ever deeper into the richness of relationship 
upon which we all depend. 
Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The Holy One is here.   
God’s Spirit is with us.   
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to God.   
It is right to offer thanks and praise.  
  
It is indeed good and right  
to give you thanks and praise,   
O God of many names.   
You made a covenant with Noah   
and caused nations, in their amazing diversity,   
to spread over the face of the earth.   
As of old you led your people  
out of a land of enslavement to a land of promise,   
so, too, you led our ancestors, and some among us,  
into new lands of possibility—there to find you anew.   
  
In the fullness of time, you sent Jesus,   
in every aspect human as we are.   
He grew up in a small town in Galilee,  
far from the seat of religious and civil power.   
He spoke with a distinct accent.   
He learned of the breadth of your grace   



from a Gentile mother.  
Beside Jacob’s well,   
he was moved by an encounter with a minority woman  
and disclosed his messianic identity.   
Therefore, with these and our other ancestors in the faith,   
both named and unnamed,   
who through the ages and all over the world  
have borne courageous witness to the hope within them,   
we praise you, singing:   
  
Holy, holy, holy God,   
Power of life and love!   
Heaven and earth are full of your glory!  
Hosanna through the ages!  
Blest is the One who comes   
to bring your justice to earth!  
  
On the last night he spent with his friends,   
Jesus took an age-old tradition of his people  
and transformed it into something new.   
He took bread, staple food of his land,   
blessed and broke it, and gave it to those around him saying,   
“Take, eat, this is my body, broken for you.   
Whenever you do this, remember me.”  
After supper he took a cup of wine, common drink of his people,   
and gave it to them, saying,   
“Drink this, all of you, this is the new covenant in my blood.   
Each time you do this, remember me.”  
By remembering Jesus in this way now,   
we claim our common heritage   
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:   
 
Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again.   
  
Send, O covenant God, your Holy Spirit  
upon us and what we do here,   
that we and these gifts, empowered by your Spirit,   
may become signs of shalom  
to one another and to all peoples of the earth.   
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 



JESUS’ PRAYER          In the Language of Our Hearts 

HYMN MV 196               We Will Take What You Offer 

We will take what you offer, 
we will live by your word; 
we will love one another 
and be fed by you, God (2x)` 
 

SHARING THE FEAST 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

God of abundance, fed by your presence in this sacrament, send us out to touch your 
world with peace, justice, and compassion. May all we meet be drawn to believe 
because they have encountered the living God through us. In the name of our Saviour, 
we pray. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN MV # 216      Wherever You May Go I Will Follow 

Refrain: 
Wherever you may go, I will follow, 
and your people shall be my people too. 
Wherever you may go, I will follow, 
for I would be faithful, loyal and true. 
 
1. Say the word and I will stay, 
I will never go away, 
we will travel side by side 
and God's love will be our guide. 
 
2. From beginning to the end 
I will always be your friend, 
when you need me, I'll be there, 
you can trust my faithful care. R 
 

Words: David Kai, 1996 
Words copyright © 1996 by David Kai c/o Pickering Village United Church, 300 Church St. N., 

Ajax, ON L1T 2W7. Used by permission. 
 
BLESSING & SENDING 

Let us go to love as Peter loved, drawing more and more people into the circle of our 
embrace.  

Let us go to love as Jesus loved, and by this, be known as his disciples.  



Karen Boivin, Bells Corners U.C., Ottawa, Ont. 

SENDING SONG         I’d Like to Teach the World to 
Sing 

xx 

 

Thank you for joining in worship today ❤ 

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH 
A community of caring within the United Church of Canada 
24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue 
Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Pastor 
Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music 
Jo-Anne Windover, Office Administrator 
office@mergingwaters.ca 
(514) 457-5819 
www.mergingwaters.ca 
 

UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m. 

 

May 25 Intercultural # 10 
Recognition of Carling Barry’s Field 
Placement 

June 1 A special service to celebrate Lisa’s 
commissioning with reception to follow. 
Save the date and watch for more details! 

 


