
 

Merging Waters United Church 

Sunday Morning Worship May 25, 2025 

Easter 6 / Intercultural Sunday # 10 

Power & Privilege 

WELCOME / BIENVENUE 

People of all ages, identities, and 

walks of life are welcome. 

Wherever you are, whoever you are, 

we welcome you in love and 

community to worship. 

Wherever we are, we’re close in one 

another’s hearts. 

Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe l’âge, 

l’identité ou les conditions de vie. 

Peu importe où que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez, 

nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté 

pour louer Dieu ensembles. 

Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance. 

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras. 

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do 

not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person. 

Veillez à ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidèles souffrant de 

sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits 

parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne. 

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without 
authorization. 

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans 
autorisation. 

WELCOME 

LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE  

GATHERING 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=122222127902026094&set=a.122217432158026094&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXIb7HsxsP_a0KHFgA4fTV34-BObRE5FBuTz91WDQz8a5sp2TqPEW9U8SLZZW1EPWWkK345STdrdtoQbb8_SyRCMY6nzfJIo462qjsEj0vbQIFtP1XKvO5DQ8vw9wUhkOohGyrGv8Tph-BJsH7Neov7IRzH0MpGJ_9AKt5KDBSDRQ&__tn__=EH-R


 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY 

 

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE) 

In this time of global turmoil, we need the Christ light as a beacon of 

promise and hope. We are reminded that Jesus is the Light of the World 

who has always pointed toward the way of peace and justice. 

 

GATHERING HYMN MV # 18            Lord Prepare Me 

 

God, prepare me to be a sanctuary, 

pure and holy, tried and true; 

with thanksgiving, I'll be a living 

sanctuary for you. 

 

SPIRITUAL FOCUS 

Come, Holy Spirit, to teach and inspire us. Direct us back to your way when we’re on 

the wrong path. Bring us to our senses.  

Spirit as Truth, knock us over. Get our attention.  

Anoint us and send us forth, even when it seems the world tunes us out.  

Spirit as Nerve, hold us up. Steady us,  

as we try to figure out where you are most needed in our communities.  

Spirit as Discernment, show us your truth.  

Though it be more than we think we can handle, grow our faith and lead us when we 

can’t find a plan or a way forward.  

Spirit as Breath, blow around us. Nudge us on.  

Send us teachers who guide us to the way of your love, that we may show others the 

way.  

Spirit as Advocate, you know us. Be our champion.  

Remind us, when we forget, to have heart and to not give up, for you have overcome 

the world.  

Spirit as Energy, light us up. Empower us for God’s work in the world. Amen.  

Tanna Edwards, Bridgenorth U.C., Bridgenorth, Ont. 

 

GATHERING PRAYER 

Holy One, even when we have felt most alone, your spirit is 

present to us, your promise is fulfilled. Even when we have 

felt like we have little of value to offer, your spirit shows us 

the fruit of love is abundant and there for the healing of the 

nations. Even in the midst of loud voices encouraging hatred, 

fear, and selfish ambition, your spirit quietly beckons us to 

journey forth to the place of love’s calling. Even in the midst  

of discomfort, continue to guide us in love to be mindful of  



our own privilege so we may grow in our awareness of  

creating spaces for authenticity, respect, and hope. 

Help us in this time of worship to trust the voice of your spirit  

that we may live as your people. Amen. 

 

CELEBRATION: GIVING THANKS FOR CARLING BARRY’S INTERNSHIP  

 

WEAVING GOD’S TAPESTRY – Ritual and Safe space 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

THE WORD (SCRIPTURE)     Ephesians 2:14-15 MSG 

14-15 
The Messiah has made things up between us so that we’re now together on this, 

both non-Jewish outsiders and Jewish insiders. He tore down the wall we used to keep 

each other at a distance. He repealed the law code that had become so clogged with 

fine print and footnotes that it hindered more than it helped. Then he started over. 

Instead of continuing with two groups of people separated by centuries of animosity 

and suspicion, he created a new kind of human being, a fresh start for everybody. 

POWER AND PRIVILEGE: The Color Line 

OFFERING INVITATION 

OFFERING SONG               Weave 

 

Refrain  

Weave, weave, weave us together.  

Weave us together in unity and love.  

Weave, weave, weave us together.  

Weave us together, together in love.  

V.1  

We are many textures,  

we are many colours,  

Each one different from the other.  

But we are entwined with one another  

in one great tapestry.  

Refrain  

V.2  

We are diff’rent instruments,  

playing our own melodies,  

Each one tuning to a diff’rent key.  

But we are all playing in harmony,  

in one great symphony.  



Refrain  

V.3  

A moment ago, we did not know  

our unity, only diversity,  

The divine in me meets the divine in you,  

in one great family.  

Refrain  

Rosemary Crow 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Gracious and generous God, all of us rely on the care, support, 

and example of others to teach us about the ways your 

transforming spirit is at work in our world. May these offerings 

reflect our desire and our commitment to keep your 

word, the promise of renewing love for all the earth. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

JESUS’ PRAYER                  In Mohawk 

CLOSING HYMN: MV # 165 (V. 1-3)    There Is a Time 

 

1. There is a time that we must rise. 

There is a time that we must stand. 

There is a time that we must come together, 

 

Refrain: 

For blessed are our lives, 

blessed our love, 

and blessed the promise gathered now. 

 

2. There is a time that we must leave, 

go from the place where hatreds breed 

and, turning, feel the Spirit breathe us together, R 

 

3. There is a time we know the way, 

there is a time we watch and pray, 

in living faith we make our way together, R 

              Words: Carolyn McDade 

Words copyright © Carolyn McDade Music. www.gis.net/—surtsey/mcdade. E-mail: 

surtsey@gis.net Used by permission. 

BLESSING & SENDING 

Go forth knowing the spirit entrusts us with a vision of God’s love for all peoples. 



We go prepared to hear those whose voices are often ignored. 

May God’s blessings for the nations and the earth continue to increase through your 

faithfulness. 

Our hearts are open. We will share the peace we have received. 

Go forth eager to listen, eager to learn knowing the power that is at 

work in you. 

We praise the God of justice, who offers healing  

To all the nations. We join the chorus of all those who 

live believing that love can and will lead the way! 

 

SENDING SONG                 Namaste 

Michael Woytiuk 

v.1 

Deep within the fabric of you, 

Sunlight ever shines, 

Deep within the fabric of you, 

Water ever flows, 

Celestial matter, that’s what we’re made of, 

Ancient dust renewed. 

 

refrain 

And I say  

Namaste, Namaste, Namaste, 

The divine in me sees the divine in you. 

Namaste, Namaste, Namaste, To you I say Namaste! 

 

V.2 

Blind are we who do not see 

All of our relations, 

Birds in the sky, 

Creatures on land, 

Plants that have shared their wonders, 

Elders, teachers, generation past 

All our relations, 

 

refrain 

And I say  

Namaste, Namaste, Namaste, 

The divine in me sees the divine in you. 

Namaste, Namaste, Namaste, To you I say Namaste! 

 

V.3 

There is no light without darkness, 



There is no East without West, 

There are no mountains without valleys, 

Each can’t exist without the other, 

I am because you are, 

 

V.4 

Knowing war we embrace peace, 

Knowing illness we’re thankful for health, 

Knowing suffering we cherish happiness, 

Each can’t exist without the other, 

We’re all in this together 

 

Refrain 

And I say  

Namaste, Namaste, Namaste, 

The divine in me sees the divine in you. 

Namaste, Namaste, Namaste, To you I say Namaste! 

To you I say Namaste! 

 

 

Thank you for joining in worship today ❤️ 

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH 

A community of caring within the United Church of Canada 

24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue 

Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Pastor 

Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music 

Jo-Anne Windover, Office Administrator 

office@mergingwaters.ca 

(514) 457-5819 

www.mergingwaters.ca 
 

UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m. 

 

June 1 A special service to celebrate Lisa’s 

commissioning with reception to follow. 

Save the date and watch for more details! 

June 8 Celebrating Pentecost with the West Island 

and Beyond Cluster 

11am at Lakeshore Trinity United Church 

http://www.mergingwaters.ca/


100
th
 anniversary of the United Church of 

Canada! 

 


