
 

 

Merging Waters United Church 

Sunday Morning Worship March 16, 2025 

Lent II 

P.I.E. Day 

Lent Theme: Unburdening (#EmbraceReality) 

WELCOME / BIENVENUE 

People of all ages, identities, and 

walks of life are welcome. 

Wherever you are, whoever you are, 

we welcome you in love and 

community to worship. 

Wherever we are, we’re close in one 

another’s hearts. 

Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe l’âge, 

l’identité ou les conditions de vie. 

Peu importe où que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez, 

nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté 

pour louer Dieu ensembles. 

Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance. 

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras. 

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do 

not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person. 

Veillez à ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidèles souffrant de 

sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits 

parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne. 

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without 
authorization. 

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans 
autorisation. 



WELCOME 

LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE  

GATHERING 

 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY 

 

As we gather, we do so acknowledging the lands we are privileged to gather on and 

that they are the territory of the Kanienkeha:ka Peoples. ...and we invite those of you 

who are online with us to use the chat/comment boxes to share the territory on which 

you find yourself.  

We acknowledge all the Indigenous, Métis, and Inuit of Turtle Island and their 

ancestors all the way back to time immemorial and express our desire to walk a 

different path, one rooted in deep respect, reconciliation, and healing.  

Affirm- PIE Worship Service 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST WITH ALL 

The Peace of Christ be with you. 

And also, with you. 

 

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE) 

 

CENTERING MUSIC                All of Who You Are 

Michael Woytiuk 

SPIRITUAL FOCUS 

Religion was weaponized by colonization to mean something different than 

what it was intended... to understand what our faith actually demands of us, 

we must unlearn what we were taught in order to understand what was 

meant... 

  

The Hebrew Scriptures were written without vowels and have been 

translated and interpreted by many people to mean many different 

things. Two thousand years ago, the early rabbis understood them to 

mean something very different. Indigenous peoples around the world 

understand the unique sacred Wisdom of Two-Spirit People. 

  

The Hebrew Bible says that the first human was created  

in the Divine Image and was both male and female 

The early rabbis taught that there are eight genders... 

They taught that Abraham and Sarah were transgender 

The First Nations of Turtle Island taught that 

there are more than two genders 



and that Two-Spirit people have sacred healing powers  

and divine wisdom 

Celebrating and affirming a welcoming and inclusive faith  

has ancient roots 

Let us reclaim these insights and affirm them today 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 

O Holy Love, 

Religions teach that we are created in the Divine Image, which is to say, in Love: 

Each and every one of us 

In our infinite diversity and fluidity 

We carry within us 

the Sacred Sparks 

the Breath of Life 

the capacity to Love 

This is the only Truth 

Let us exhale out everything 

That does not align with this 

 

…Let us affirm together: 

Love is Sacred 

Love your neighbour as you love yourself 

Love yourself 

Love all your neighbours 

Love one another as I have loved you 

Love God with all your heart and might 

Love is Sacred 

In all of its Infinite Manifestations 

Love is always the answer 

We were created in Love 

We were created to Love 

We create Love 

with our words and actions 

Let us commit to transforming 

the pain of this world into a healing Love 

May we radiate a new Light 

May our Love shine brightly 

Amen. 

 

HYMN: MV # 62                 There Is Room For All 

 

English: 

There is room for all 

in the shadow of God's wing; 

there is room for all, sheltered in God's love. 



And I rejoice and sing, 

"My refuge and my rock, in whom I trust." 

There is room for all, there is room for all! 

 

French: 

Chacun a sa place a l'abri sous l'aile de Dieu; 

chacun a sa place en I'amour de Dieu. 

De joie, je chanterai: 

"Mon refuge en le quel je me confie" 

Chacun a sa place, chacun a sa place. 

 

English: 

There is room for all 

in the shadow of God's wing; 

there is room for all, sheltered in God's love. 

And I rejoice and sing, 

"My refuge and my rock, in whom I trust." 

There is room for all, there is room for all! 

 

 

 

Words: Bruce Harding, 2004; French trans. David Fines, 2006 

Words copyright © 2004 by Bruce Harding, www.evensong.ca. Used by permission. 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

THE WORD (SCRIPTURE)                  Genesis 15:1-12 

 

Ritual of Promise Based on Genesis 15:1–12, 17–18 

Abram fell back onto his sleeping mat, exhausted. It had been a huge effort, not only to 

lead his men on a rescue mission for Abram’s nephew Lot but to resist the rewards that 

were thrust upon him on his successful return. But, Abram had promised God that no 

other would be able to say “I have made Abram rich.” Abram breathed in deep, and 

sighed a long and hard breath out, shaking his head, and looking forward to deep 

sleep. 

But just then the word of God came to him with the promise – “Don’t be afraid, 

Abram, I will look after you; you will receive a great reward.” 

“Really!?” Abram replied, in his tiredness, forgetting his manners. “What do you mean 

by great reward? Sarai and I are still without children, that’s a reward we want.” 

God, to reassure Abram, whom he loved even when he was tired and grumpy, asked 

Abram to get up and come outside. “Look at the stars, Abram, count them if you can. 

This is how it will be with your descendants; you won’t be able to count them either.” 

And for some reason, Abram believed God, and God believed Abram’s true 

commitment to relationship with God. 



Then God repeated another promise: “I am your God who has brought you here from 

the land of Ur so that you might live in this new land.” 

“How will I know that all this will happen and that you will be with me? Can you give 

me a sign?” And God gave Abram a sign. 

Once night had fallen, a flame of fire flashed between the animal pieces and over the 

birds. This was God’s symbol, a symbol of the promise and God’s faithfulness. 

God said to Abram, “To your descendants – your children, grandchildren, great-

grandchildren, great-great-great- grandchildren, to many generations – I will be faithful 

to my promises.” Abram felt very grateful that God had chosen Sarai and him to be 

part of God’s unfolding love for the world. And yes, Sarai and Abram did have a baby! 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT    

 

SONG:                    We Are a Rainbow 

David Kai 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING HYMN MV # 145         Draw the Circle Wide 

 

Refrain: 

Draw the circle wide. Draw it wider still. 

Let this be our song, no one stands alone, 

standing side by side, draw the circle wide. 

 

1. God the still point of the circle, 

'round whom all creation turns; 

nothing lost, but held forever, 

in God's gracious arms. R 

 

2. Let our hearts touch far horizons, 

so encompass great and small; 

let our loving know no borders, 

faithful to God's call. R 

 

3. Let the dreams we dream be larger, 

than we've ever dreamed before; 

let the dream of Christ be in us, 

open every. door. R 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

Abram brought animals to sacrifice on the altar. Today we offer 

the sacrifices of our sense of entitlement and assumptions 

of privilege. We place them here and ask you to help us to 



release them from our spirits to make room for the gathering 

love Jesus modelled for us. Accept our gifts of finances, those given through PAR,  

and those given online as an act of faith in your care  

and of rebellion against an economy that devours and destroys.  

 

Let us give in love our time, and talent, and then, show us how to love, purely and 

without prejudice, we pray. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF JOY AND CONCERN 

We light a candle for Love: in all its hues 

We light a candle for Hope: in all its manifestations 

We light a candle for Courage: 

May we shine brightly in the darkness 

 

THE LORD’S / JESUS’ PRAYER        from Affirming PIE Day Worship 

 

“Our God in heaven, reveal who you are. 

Set the world right; 

do what’s best – as above, so below. 

Keep us alive with three square meals. 

Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others. 

Keep us safe from ourselves and the devil/the evil one. 

You’re in charge! You can do anything you want! 

 

You’re ablaze in beauty! 

Yes. Yes. Yes. 

Amen! 

Affirm PIE Worship 

 

HYMN MV 138               My Love Colours Outside the Lines 

 

1. My love colours outside the lines, 

exploring paths that few could ever find; 

and takes me into places 

where I've never been before, 

and opens doors, to worlds outside the lines. 

 

2. My Lord colours outside the lines, 

turns wounds to blessings, water into wine; 

and takes me into places 

where I've never been before 



and opens doors to worlds outside the lines. 

 

Refrain: 

We'll never walk on water 

if we're not prepared to drown, 

body and soul need a soaking 

from time to time. 

And we'll never move the gravestones 

if we're not prepared to die, 

and realize there are worlds outside the lines. 

 

3. My soul longs to colour outside the lines, 

tear back the curtains, sun, come in and shine; 

I want to walk beyond the boundaries 

where I've never been before, 

throw open doors to worlds outside the lines. R 

 

4. My soul longs to colour outside the lines, 

tear back the curtains, sun, come in and shine; 

I want to walk beyond the boundaries 

where I've never been before, 

throw open doors to worlds outside the lines. 

Words: Gordon Light, 1995 

Words copyright © 1995 Common Cup Company, www.commoncup.com. Used by 

permission. 

  

SENDING 

 

BLESSING AND SENDING  

 

Let us continue this Lenten journey  

by looking up and all around.  

God is offering us stars of promise and wings of protection.  

Unburden and Embrace Reality 

God journeys with us, and we are blessed.  

We are gathered and sent in love. Amen. 

Season’s of the Spirit LE 2019 

 

SENDING SONG                       Rainbow Connection 

Paul Williams 

 

Thank you for joining in worship today ❤️ 

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH 
A community of caring within the United Church of Canada 



24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue 

Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Pastor 

Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music 

Jo-Anne Windover, Office Administrator 

office@mergingwaters.ca 

(514) 457-5819 

www.mergingwaters.ca 

 

UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m. 

 23-Mar Lent III 

30-Mar Lent IV 

Lisa is in Winnipeg! 

Spiritual Formation committee leads worship 

6-Apr Lent V 

Communion 

 

http://www.mergingwaters.ca/

