Merging Waters United Church
Sunday Morning Worship March 2, 2025

Transfiguration Sunday, Intercultural Sunday #7

WELCOME / BIENVENUE

People of all ages, identities, and Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I'age,
walks of life are welcome. I'identité ou les conditions de vie.

Wherever you are, whoever you are, Peu importe ol que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,
we welcome you in love and nous vous accueillons dans I'amour et la communauté
community to worship. pour louer Dieu ensembles.

Wherever we are, we're close in one  Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.
another’s hearts.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fideles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumeés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without
authorization.

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans
autorisation.

WELCOME
LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE
GATHERING



ACKNOWLEDGING TRADITIONAL TERRITORY & CANDLE LIGHTING

As we light this candle today, we remember and honour the sacred fires around which
First Nations peoples have gathered to receive stories of the Creator from Elders,
especially the Kanienkeha:ka, Huron-Wendat and Anishnaabe Peoples.

We gather around this light to remind ourselves that we are called into community in
Your love.

CENTERING MUSIC & MEDITATION
Mov. 1 from Suite de danzas criollas by Alberto Ginastera

SPIRITUAL FOCUS Holy Ground

OPENING PRAYER
God, who breaks through the borders that divide,
moving out and into the world,
mending and uniting the things that keep us apart
while keeping us distinct in the glory of creation,
help us celebrate the infinite ways we are created in your image.
May we love you
with all our soul
with all our being
with all our life, in all-consuming love.
May we love our neighbour
with all our heart,
with all our feeling,
with all our thought,
and through all generations to come.
May we love you
with all our might
with all our strength
with all that we possess, with the utmost of being.
May all our blessings serve to bless others in your holy name.
May we love and be loved as you love us. Amen.
Gabrielle Heidinger Baerg, Courtright-Sixth Line P.C., Courtright, Ont.

OPENING HYMN: MV #10 Come and Seek the Ways Of Wisdom

1. Come and seek the ways of Wisdom,
she who danced when earth was new.
Follow closely what she teaches,



for her words are right and true.
Wisdom clears the path to justice,
showing us what love must do.

2. Listen to the voice of Wisdom,
crying in the marketplace.

Hear the Word made flesh among us,
full of glory, truth, and grace.

When the word takes root and ripens,
peace and righteousness embrace.

3. Sister Wisdom, come, assist us;
nurture all who seek rebirth.
Spirit-guide and close companion,
bring to light our sacred worth.
Free us to become your people,
holy friends of God and earth.

Words: Ruth Duck, 1993. Words copyright © 1996 The Pilgrim Press. Used by permission.
BLACK HISTORY MOMENT

WEAVING GOD’S TAPESTRY - Ritual and Safe space

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
THE WORD (SCRIPTURE) Luke 9:28-36, (37-43)

SONG Praise God for This Holy Ground
Words and music by John Bell, arrangement by P. Gallant and adapted by M. Woytiuk

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
TELLING OUR STORIES PART Il
OFFERING

OFFERING SONG: Weave

Rosemary Crow
Refrain
Weave, weave, weave us together.
Weave us together in unity and love.
Weave, weave, weave us together.
Weave us together, together in love.



V.1

We are many textures,

we are many colours,

Each one different from the other.

But we are entwined with one another
in one great tapestry. R

V.2

We are diff’ rent instruments,
playing our own melodies,

Each one tuning to a diff’rent key.
But we are all playing in harmony,
in one great symphony. R

V.3

A moment ago, we did not know

our unity, only diversity,

The divine in me meets the divine in you,
in one great family. R

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Loving God, just as you have blessed your people
in days gone by and blessed those who have
worshipped in this congregation for generations
before us, we, too, have been blessed with a
variety of time, talents, and treasures.
From you comes all that we are
and all that we can be.
We ask that you receive our response
as our gift back to you.
Take and mould us as people of love.
Amen.

Adapted- Beth W Johnston, Bridging Waters P.C., Nipawin, Sask.

PRAYERS OF JOY AND CONCERN

Wonderful Creator God,

Through scripture, you assure us:

That although we may consider outward appearances You do not—
It is the heart that you consider.

Through the psalms, you tell us:

That although we may pre-judge others,

We are wonderfully made, Lovingly stitched, In your tapestry of love.
We are each of us wonderful and beautiful.

Help us remember that.



And to accept responsibility when our failure
to recognise your love in others causes harm.
Help us to love ourselves as you love us.
Amen.

THE LORD’S / JESUS’ PRAYER

Our Mother, Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Your name.

Your kingdom come,

Your will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil:

for Yours is the kin-dom and the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

CLOSING HYMN MV # 209

Go make a diff'rence.
We can make a diff'rence.
Go make a diff'rence in the world. (2x)

1. We are the salt of the earth,
called to let the people see

the love of God for you and me.
We are the light of the world,

not to be hidden but be seen.

Go make a diff'rence in the world. R

2. We are the hands of Christ
reaching out to those in need,

the face of God for all to see.

We are the spirit of hope;

we are the voice of peace.

Go make a diff'rence in the world. R

3. So let your love shine on,

let it shine for all to see.

Go make a diff'rence in the world.
And the spirit of Christ

will be with us as we go.

Adapted from Embolden Justice

Go Make a Difference



Go make a diff'rence in the world. R

Words: Steve Angrisano and Tom Tomaszek, 1997
Copyright © 1997 Steve Angrisano and Tom Tomaszek. Published by spiritandsong.com ®. All
rights reserved. Used with permission.

SENDING

BLESSING AND SENDING

We have all been called.
Not just a select few!
Not just the professionally religious!
The call is for all people of the way.
So, as we go from this time of worship, let us pay
attention, let us seek God’s guidance, and then
let us live our lives in response to God’s call to love.
Amen.
Beth W Johnston, Bridging Waters P.C., Nipawin, Sask.

SENDING SONG What the World Needs Now

XX

Thank you for joining in worship today §
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UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.

4-Mar Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
5- Mar Ash Wednesday @ Ste Genevieve UC 7pm
9-Mar First Sunday of Lent:

Join us to kick off a season of Unburdening! #EmbraceReality
16- Mar Lent Il



http://www.mergingwaters.ca/




