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Merging Waters United Church
Sunday Morning Worship February 23, 2025

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany, Black History Month
WELCOME / BIENVENUE

People of all ages, identities, and Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I'age,
walks of life are welcome. I'identité ou les conditions de vie.

Wherever you are, whoever you are, Peu importe ol que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,
we welcome you in love and nous vous accueillons dans I'amour et la communauté
community to worship. pour louer Dieu ensembles.

Wherever we are, we're close in one  Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.
another’s hearts.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fideles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without
authorization.

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans
autorisation.



WELCOME
LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE
GATHERING

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

As we gather, we take a moment to remember that the land we call Ste Anne de
Bellevue and Montreal is the traditional territory of the Kanienkeha:ka Peoples. We
seek to learn about past wrongs, act with justice in the present, and pray for a better
future together in the spirit of truth and reconciliation.

Natasha Pearen, Trinity-St. Stephen’s U.C., Amherst, N.S..

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE)

It is possible and amazing to experience a beatitude, a blissful awareness that we are
blessed by God.
We light our Christ candle, hoping to experience that joy in connection with the love
that surpasses all understanding. A love that is louder than hate. A love of hope,
wholeness and affirmation. For we are all children of love.

Karen Boivin, Osgoode-Kars U.C., Ottawa, Ont. Adapted

CENTERING MUSIC I Am Willing
Holly Near

| am open and | am willing

To be hopeless would seem so strange

It dishonors those who go before us

So lift me up to the light of change

There is hurting in my family

There is sorrow in my town

There is panic in the nation

There is wailing the whole world round

But | am open and | am willing,

for to be hopeless would seem so strange
It dishonors those who go before us,

so lift me up to the light of change.

May the children see more clearly
May the elders be more wise



May the winds of change caress us
Even though it burns our eyes

Give me a mighty oak to hold my confusion
Give me a desert to hold my fears

Give me a sunset to hold my wonder

Give me an ocean to hold my tears

For | am open and | am willing,

for to be hopeless would seem so strange
It dishonors those who go before us,

so lift me up to the light of change.

SPIRITUAL FOCUS

God, we are a broken people, living in a broken world.
It is not fashionable to admit this.

Usually, we regard ourselves as pretty good folks,

only in need of a little tweaking here and there.

But the problem goes deeper than that.

In this last Sunday of African Heritage/Black History Month,
We cannot escape the recognition that racism is not
about the actions and attitudes of a few people.

It is deeply engrained in our culture, and very few

of us are beyond its reach.

We need your challenge to be honest.

We need your forgiveness to cleanse our souls.

We need your call to change and action.

We need your guidance to free everyone from the
bondage of racism, of othering, of discrimination.

Surely, the arc of history is bent toward this reality,

that God calls us towards a world of justice, equality and freedom.

Let us not be discouraged.
And let us be open to hearing you call to us as we gather.
We pray in the name of the One who calls us to love.

OPENING PRAYER

Bright Shining Christ,

Adapted from the Gathering

There is much for Black and Brown bodies to dread, here, in the Americas.

The trauma of the transatlantic slave trade



lives in our bodies.
The legacy of enslavement

lives in our systems.
The inheritance of colonial systems that marginalize and repress.
But the thin gospel of oppression

could die in our worship, our gatherings and in our lives,
if we choose to shine bravely, reflecting your glory,
if we choose to reject the lies of racism and White supremacy,
if we choose to dance...

make music ...

share pain ...

spread joy ...

live into awe and amazement....

wake up and be magic.
We can choose to fight for a better society, and
we can remember that

we are of the earth and of the stardust,

we are precious, loved, and called to shine bright,

like the stars we are made of and the son that we follow.
Help us to make good choices.
Help us to shine brightly.
Fille us with hope, with resistance and with compassion.
Embrace with us, weep with us, and celebrate with us
Amen.
—Alydia Smith adapted

OPENING HYMN: MV # 58  We Sing of Your Glory (Tuya es la gloria)
Spanish:

1. Tuya es la gloria la honra tamblén;

tuya para siempre. Amén. Amén.

2. Tuyos los dominios, Ibs tronos tambiéh;
tuyos para siempre. Amen. Amen.

3. A ti yo me rindo, te adoro también;
amor absoluto. Amén. Amén.

4. Gloria en la salturas
y en la tierra también;
gloria, alleluya Amén. Amén.

English:
1. We sing of your glory, we praise you again,
for you are eternal. Amen. Amen.



2. We sing of your power and honour again,
for you are eternal. Amen. Amen.

3. We sing of surrender to you, God, again.
Your power is eternal. Amen. Amen.

4. "Glory in the highest, on earth," sing again.
Glory, alleluia. Amen. Amen.

BLACK HISTORY MOMENT

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

THE WORD (SCRIPTURE) Luke 8:26-39 MSG

27-30 “To you who are ready for the truth, | say this: Love your enemies. Let them
bring out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time,
respond with the supple moves of prayer for that person. If someone slaps you in the
face, stand there and take it. If someone grabs your shirt, giftwrap your best coat and
make a present of it. If someone takes unfair advantage of you, use the occasion to
practice the servant life. No more payback. Live generously.

31-34 “Here is a simple rule of thumb for behavior: Ask yourself what you want people
to do for you; then grab the initiative and do it for them! If you only love the lovable,
do you expect a pat on the back? Run-of-the-mill sinners do that. If you only help
those who help you, do you expect a medal? Garden-variety sinners do that. If you
only give for what you hope to get out of it, do you think that’s charity? The stingiest
of pawnbrokers does that.

35-36 “| tell you, love your enemies. Help and give without expecting a return. You'll
never—I| promise—regret it. Live out this God-created identity the way our Father lives
toward us, generously and graciously, even when we’re at our worst. Our Father is
kind; you be kind.

37-38 “Don’t pick on people, jump on their failures, criticize their faults—unless, of
course, you want the same treatment. Don’t condemn those who are down; that
hardness can boomerang. Be easy on people; you’ll find life a lot easier. Give away
your life; you’ll find life given back, but not merely given back—given back with bonus
and blessing. Giving, not getting, is the way. Generosity begets generosity.”



FOOD FOR THOUGHT

HYMN: MV # 193

God bless to us our bread,
and give bread to all those who are hungry,
and hunger for justice to those who are fed;
God bless to us our bread.

Dieu, bénis hotre pain;

donne du pain a ceux qui ont faim,

donne faim de justice a ceux qui ont du pain;
Dieu, bénis notre pain.

God bless to us our bread,
and give bread to all those who are hungry,
and hunger for justice to those who are fed;
God bless to us our bread.

OFFERING

OFFERING SONG:

All the world over, so easy to see

People everywhere just wanna be free

Listen, people listen, that's the way it should be
Deep in the valley, people got to be free

God Bless to Us Our Bread

XX

People Got to Be Free

You should see what a lovely, lovely world this could be

If everyone learned how to live together

Well, it seems to me such an easy, easy thing should be

Why can't you and me learn to love one another

All the world over, so easy to see
People everywhere just wanna be free
| can't understand it, so simple to me
People everywhere just got to be free

If there's a man who is down and needs a helping hand
All it takes is you to understand and to pull him all through

Well, it seems to me, we got to solve it individually

I'll do unto you what you do unto me, oh yeah

So let's shout it from the mountain on out to the sea

No two ways about it, people have to be free



Ask me my opinion, my opinion will be
Natural situation for a man to be free, for man to be free

Oh, what a feelin' just come over me

Love can move a mountain, make a blind man see
Everybody's singin', now, let's go see

Deep in the valley, now, we ought to be free

All the world over, so easy to see

People everywhere just wanna be free

Listen, people listen, that's the way it should be
Deep in the valley, people got to be free

written by Felix Cavaliere and Eddie Brigati, The Rascals
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Mercy is love that demands we put our skin in the game.
God bless our offerings as you have blessed our bodies and
lives. Help us to give more of ourselves, our hearts, and our
resources to see your merciful love embodied in all of us.

PRAYERS OF JOY AND CONCERN

God who makes us one with each other,

one with creation,

one with humanity,

one with divinity,

we pray that we may be seekers and doers of mercy.
Dwell in our vulnerability and intensify our compassion
until we feel connected, reconciled, and whole.

We pray for those near and far who have asked us to pray
for them.

For those worried about the future (pause).

For those traumatized by the past (pause).

For those responsible for the present (pause).

Grant us all a vision of ourselves cast in your eternal love,
that we may live, die, and love as one world without end.

Amen.

THE LORD’S / JESUS’ PRAYER  Sung in French Notre Pére by Lambert

Notre Pére. Notre Mére.
Créateur de I’Univers.

Toi que Tes enfants appellent
Dieu, I'Eternel



Dieu d’espoir et de Lumiére
Pain de Vie et Source claire
Que Ton nom soit sanctifié
Chanté partout et glorifié

Et sur la terre comme au ciel...
O Dieu de grace et de bonté
Aide nous a rester fidéles a Ta vo-lon-té,

Donne nous chaque jour nourriture et amour
Apprends-nous a pardonner,
Comme Tu sais hous pardonner,

Protége-nous des fleurs du mal.
Des nuits d'orage et de la peur,
Et guide-nous vers les étoiles au coeur de Ton coeur.

Notre Pére, Notre Mére.

Que nos vies soient des priéres
Qui nous élévent jusqu'a Toi
Amen, Amen.

CLOSING HYMN MV # 211 Go Now in Peace, Guided by The Light

Go now in peace,

guided by the light of Christ,
sO you may be

nourished by the Word of Life.

SENDING

BLESSING AND SENDING
Bless this day and may your will for hope, love and mercy be done
when the day is done.

SENDING SONG We Shall Be Free
Garth Brooks

This ain't comin' from no prophet

Just an ordinary man

When | close my eyes | see

The way this world shall be

When we all walk hand in hand

When the last child cries for a crust of bread



When the last man dies for just words that he said
When there's a shelter over the poorest head
We shall be free

When the last thing we notice is the color of skin
And the first thing we look for is the beauty within
When the skies and the oceans are clean again
Then we shall be free

We shall be free

We shall be free

Stand straight, walk proud
'Cause we shall be free

When we're free to love anyone we choose

When this world's big enough for all different views
When we all can worship from our own kind of pew
Then we shall be free

We shall be free

We shall be free

Have a little faith
Hold out

'Cause we shall be free

And when money talks for the very last time
And nobody walks a step behind

When there's only one race and that's mankind
Then we shall be free

We shall be free
We shall be free
Stand straight, walk proud, have a little faith, hold out
We shall be free

We shall be free
We shall be free
Stand straight (walk proud), have a little faith (hold out)
We shall be free

Thank you for joining in worship today §
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UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.

23-Feb Theme: Lisa's educational trip to Cuba, followed by a Lunch and
Learn
RSVP for gluten-free empanadas at lunch

2-Mar Intercultural session #7

9-Mar First Sunday of Lent
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