
 

Merging Waters United Church 

Sunday Morning Worship February 9, 2025 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany, Black History Month 

Presentation by the Indigenous Health Centre of Tiohtià:ke 

WELCOME / BIENVENUE 

People of all ages, identities, and 

walks of life are welcome. 

Wherever you are, whoever you are, 

we welcome you in love and 

community to worship. 

Wherever we are, we’re close in one 

another’s hearts. 

Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe l’âge, 

l’identité ou les conditions de vie. 

Peu importe où que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez, 

nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté 

pour louer Dieu ensembles. 

Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance. 

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras. 

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do 

not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person. 

Veillez à ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidèles souffrant de 

sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits 

parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne. 

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without 
authorization. 

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans 
autorisation. 

WELCOME 

LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE 

GATHERING 

 



ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY 

 

Since time immemorial, Indigenous Peoples have occupied and cared for this land, the 

country many call Canada, from coast to coast to coast.  In naming this particular land 

mass, even more specifically Montreal or Tiotiàke and environs, as Settlers we 

acknowledge this area as the traditional home of the Kaniekeha:ka, Hudon-Wendat 

and Anishnaabe Peoples. 

As a community of faith, we seek to rebuild right relations with the First Nations, 

Métis, and Inuit Peoples, to learn from them, and to live on this land, their land, with 

respect and gratitude for its creation and Creator. 

This is our commitment. 

Bill Perry, Consecon P.C., Carrying Place, Ont. 

 

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE) 

We may come here with hope, with joy, with pain,  

or with the heaviness of life.  

We come together to be renewed  

and to comfort each other.  

We come to find hope  

and to receive courage and strength for our daily journey.  

Like moths to a flame,  

let us gather around this candle,  

a light for the world in the life of love. Amen. 

 

CENTERING MUSIC           Jesu Joy of Man's Desiring     

 J.S. Bach 

SPIRITUAL FOCUS 

It is good to gather with people  

who know and accept us as people of faith.  

It is good to gather with people  

who seek the meaning and purpose of life.  

It is good to gather with people*  

who wish to make a difference in our world.  

Friends, let us worship!  

Karen Boivin, Osgoode-Kars U.C., Ottawa, Ont.  

 

OPENING PRAYER 

When our hearts are doubting 

Your steadfast love never wavers. 

When our minds are dull, 

You open them with the unexpected. 

When our judgments are sharp, 

You soften us with your grace. 



When our bodies are weary, 

You soothe us with nature’s embrace. 

When our souls are anxious, 

you surprise us with your awe. 

God, awaken in us a sense of wonder that we may be made 

new in you. 

Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN: MV# 37             Each Blade of Grass 

1. Each blade of grass, ev'ry wing that soars, 

the waves that sweep across a distant shore, 

make full the circle of God. 

Each laughing child, ev'ry gentle eye, 

a forest lit beneath a moon-bright sky, 

make full the circle of God.. 

 

2. Each silent paw, ev'ry rounded stone, 

the buzz that echoes from a honey'd comb, 

make full the circle of God. 

Each fire-brimmed star, ev'ry outstretched hand, 

the wind that leaps and sails across the land, 

make full the circle of God. 

 

3. Each icy peak, ev'ry patterned shell, 

the joyous chorus that the dawn foretells, 

make full the circle of God. 

Each cosmic hue, ev'ry creature's way, 

all form the beauty of this vast array, 

making full the circle of God. 

 

Words: Keri K. Wehlander, 2005- Words copyright © 2005 Keri K. Wehlander, 

www.creativeworship.ca. Used by permission. 

 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

THE WORD (SCRIPTURE)                  based on Luke 5:1–11 

 

The sun sparkled on the lake of Gennesaret, also known as the Sea of Galilee. On this 

beautiful day, Jesus stood at the edge of the lake. Crowds of people pressed close, 

waiting to hear him teach about God. But Jewish teachers sat down, and Jesus had no 

place to sit. 

 

Jesus turned to look at the calm waters. When he turned back to the lakeshore, he 

noticed two fishing boats that hadn’t been there before. The men who had been fishing 

in the boats were washing their nets nearby. 



 

Jesus walked over to the boats and got into one of them. Here was a place for him to 

sit and teach. The boat belonged to Simon. “Take me out a bit from the shore, won’t 

you?” Jesus said to Simon. Simon did as Jesus asked. From the seat on the boat, Jesus 

taught the crowd on the shore. 

 

When Jesus finished, the people left. “Fisher,” Jesus said to Simon, “go out into the 

deep water. Let your nets down and you will catch many fish.” 

 

“Sir,” Simon said, “we have been fishing all night and we did not catch even one fish. 

Yet, if you say so, we will go to the deep water and try again.” 

 

Simon signalled to the fishers in the other boat. The two boats sailed out to the deep 

water. Simon threw his net into the water. Before the net of the other boat could be 

tossed in, Simon’s net was filled with fish. Simon called to the other boat for help. So 

many fish filled both boats that they almost sank. 

 

When Simon realized what was happening, he fell to his knees. “Get away from me, 

Jesus!” he cried. “I am not good enough to be with you.” 

 

James and John, the other fishers, were amazed at all that was happening. 

 

But Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid. From now on you will be catching people, 

not fish.” 

 

And when the boats were again at the shore, the fishers left everything there and 

followed Jesus. 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT        Indigenous Health Centre of Tiohtià:ke 

 

HYMN: MV # 154           Deep in Our Hearts 

1. Deep in our hearts there is a common vision; 

deep in our hearts there is a common song; 

deep in our hearts there is a common story, 

telling Creation that we are one. 

 

2. Deep in our hearts there is a common purpose; 

deep in our hearts there is a common goal; 

deep in our hearts there is a sacred message, 

justice and peace in harmony. 

 

3. Deep in our, hearts there is a common longing; 

deep in our hearts there is a common theme; 

deep in our hearts there is a common current, 

flowing to freedom like a stream. 

 



4. Deep in our hearts there is a common vision; 

deep in our hearts there is a common song; 

deep in our hearts there is a common story, 

telling Creation that we are one. 

 

Words: John Oldham, 1995-Words copyright © 1995 by John Wesley Oldham. Used by 

permission. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING SONG            Long and Winding Road 

by John Lennon and Paul MacCartney  ofering         

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

O God, all that we have and all that we are, are gifts of your 

grace. 

In the giving of our offering, help us to unwrap the love 

and mercy 

that you have planted inside us in new and life-giving ways, 

so that we may be awed by what is possible in this world 

and the next. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF JOY AND CONCERN 

God of mystery and miracle, 

we give thanks that out of the watery void, you pulled earth. 

Out of the crumbling dirt, you made human kind. 

Out of a bone, you made companionship. 

Through all the various flora and fauna, you taught us 

that there is not one way to live and thrive. 

God of wonder and awe, 

free us of our fears and judgments, 

teach our eyes and ears to perceive beyond the probable 

into the abundant possibilities into which we can live. 

We pray for all those who are in need of new life, renewed 

relationships, or new perspectives. 

We lift up their names silently in our hearts and ask that 

you might open our own hearts to care for them in unexpected 

ways. 

Surprise us, O wonderful one, that we may be continually 

open to your grace that comes into being in new ways. 

 

THE LORD’S / JESUS’ PRAYER    VU # 916b     A paraphrase  

Eternal Spirit,  

Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,  

Source of all that is and that shall be.  

Father and Mother of us all,  



Loving God, in whom is heaven:  

The hallowing of your name echo  

through the universe!  

The way of your justice be followed  

by peoples of the world!  

Your heavenly will be done  

by all created beings!  

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom  

sustain our hope and come on earth.  

  

With the bread we need for today; feed us.  

In the hurts we absorb from one another: forgive us.  

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  

From trials too great to endure, spare us.  

From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  

  

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,  

now and for ever.  

Amen  

           

CLOSING HYMN MV # 136               When Hands Reach Out 

1. When hands reach out and fingers trace 

the beauty of a loved one's face, 

we thank you, God, that love relies 

on gifts of grace not seen with eyes. 

 

2. When fingers spell and signs express 

our prayer and praise and thankfulness, 

we thank you, God, that hands can. sing; 

you bless the silent songs we bring. 

 

3. When broken bodies will not mend, 

we thank you, God, for Christ our Friend. 

In him, our healing can begin: 

he welcomes all the wounded in. 

 

4. And when the ways we learn and grow 

are not, the ways that others know, 

we thank you, God, that we have learned 

your love's a gift, and never earned. 

 

5. Your Spirit gives Us differing ways 

to serve you well and offer praise. 

When all are joined as one, we'll be 

your able, strong community. 



 

Words: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 2001 

Words copyright © 2001 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

SENDING 

BLESSING AND SENDING   

With your word, you encourage us to try again. 

Therefore, we cast our hopes in deeper waters, assured 

we will find nourishment for all. 

In the presence of your Spirit and each other, you open 

our eyes, ears, and hearts. 

Send us out in a state of openness, so that we may 

be surprised by the abundance of your creation. 

Surprise us, O God, 

All: for your love is amazing. 

 

SENDING SONG                    Bridge Over Troubled Water 

Simon & Garfunkle 

Thank you for joining in worship today ❤️ 

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH 
A community of caring within the United Church of Canada 

24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue 

Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Pastor 

Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music 

Jo-Anne Windover, Office Administrator 

office@mergingwaters.ca 

(514) 457-5819 

www.mergingwaters.ca 

 

UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m. 

16-Feb Speakers from three local mental health organizations, with a panel 

discussion following worship 

Loose offering donated to these agencies - please consider bringing a 

little cash! 

23-Feb Theme: Lisa's educational trip to Cuba, followed by a Lunch and 

Learn 

More details to follow 

2-Mar Intercultural session #7 

http://www.mergingwaters.ca/


 


