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Merging Waters United Church

Sunday Morning Worship February 2, 2025

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
WELCOME / BIENVENUE

People of all ages, identities, and
walks of life are welcome.

Wherever you are, whoever you are,

we welcome you in love and
community to worship.

Wherever we are, we’re close in one

another’s hearts.

Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I'age,
I'identité ou les conditions de vie.

Peu importe ol que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,
nous vous accueillons dans I'amour et la communauté

pour louer Dieu ensembles.

Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fideles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumeés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without

authorization.

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans

WELCOME

autorisation.

LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE



GATHERING

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

As we gather, we take a moment to remember that the land we call Ste Anne de

Bellevue or Montreal is the traditional territory of the Kanienkeha;ka, Huron-Wendat

and Anishinaabe Peoples.

We seek to learn about past wrongs, act with justice in the

present, and pray for a better future together in the spirit of truth and reconciliation.
Natasha Pearen, Trinity-St. Stephen’s U.C., Amherst, N.S.

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE)

We light the Christ candle on this Sunday in Epiphany,
recognizing how far Christ’s love light shines:
outwards to help those around,
inwards to heal those who need.
The healing light of Christ’s love dwells also in each one of us.
Christ within us—we too are the light and love of Christ.
Amen.
Kate Gregory, Trenton, Ont.

CENTERING MUSIC

SPIRITUAL FOCUS

Sometimes, in the month of February,
we are surprised by robins in the neighbourhood,
bright messengers of spring in the depths of winter.
We long for news of better days to come.
Like the robins, we must wait a while longer for the earth to warm.
We must endure the hard frost and find food for our souls.
That is why we gather today:
to feast on the words of inspiration and hope and rejoice in God’s sheltering love.
Come, let us worship.
John Moses, Aylesford U.C., Aylesford, N.S.

OPENING PRAYER

In the flurry and fluster of these winter days, Holy One, we pause to gather ourselves
around your word of life, in a community of wonderers and seekers.

Pay attention to us, O God.

Do you notice our hearts longing for good news?

Do you notice the emptiness and our desire to be filled and fed?

Do you notice our exhaustion and the worry that we don’t have enough and can’t

provide for the future witheut-your-help?



Do you notice the way our faith reminds us to never stop expecting you to provide

exactly what we need so that we may continue the feasting and dancing of your spirit

in us?

In these days of Epiphany surprises, enlighten us with your stories.

Open our lives to the miracles around us.

Bless us with the joy of your banquet; turn our water into wine.

Embolden us to live lives of transformation.

Turn our hearts to love until we rejoice in the good news of your life in us. Amen.
Adaptation of Wendy Maclean, Brockville, Ont.

OPENING HYMN: MV # 1 Let Us Build a House

1. Let us build a house where love can dwell
and all can safely live,

a place where saints and children tell

how hearts learn to forgive.

Built of hopes and dreams and visions,

rock of faith and vault of grace;

here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place.

2. Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,

where all God's children dare to seek

to dream God's reign anew.

Here the cross shall stand as witness

and as symbol of God's grace;

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:

All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place.

3. Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine and-wheat;

a banquet hall on holy ground,

where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,

is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast that trees us:
All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place.



4. Let us build a house where hands will reach
beyond the wood and stone

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,

and live the Word they've known.

Here the outcast and the stranger

bear the image of God's face;

let us bring an end to fear and danger:

All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place.

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

THE WORD (SCRIPTURE) Luke 4:21-30 MSG

1621 He came to Nazareth where he had been raised. As he always did on the Sabbath,
he went to the meeting place. When he stood up to read, he was handed the scroll of
the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll, he found the place where it was written,
God’s Spirit is on me;

he’s chosen me to preach the Message of good news to the poor,
Sent me to announce pardon to prisoners and

recovery of sight to the blind,
To set the burdened and battered free,

to announce, “This is God’s time to shine!”
He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the assistant, and sat down. Every eye in the
place was on him, intent. Then he started in, “You’ve just heard Scripture make history.
It came true just now in this place.”
22 All who were there, watching and listening, were surprised at how well he spoke. But
they also said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son, the one we’ve known since he was just a kid?”
2327 He answered, “l suppose you're going to quote the proverb, ‘Doctor, go heal
yourself. Do here in your hometown what we heard you did in Capernaum.” Well, let
me tell you something: No prophet is ever welcomed in his hometown. Isn’t it a fact
that there were many widows in Israel at the time of Elijah during that three and a half
years of drought when famine devastated the land, but the only widow to whom
Elijah was sent was in Sarepta in Sidon? And there were many lepers in Israel at the
time of the prophet Elisha but the only one cleansed was Naaman the Syrian.”
2830 That set everyone in the meeting place seething with anger. They threw him out,
banishing him from the village, then took him to a mountain cliff at the edge of the
village to throw him to his doom, but he gave them the slip and was on his way.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT



OFFERING

OFFERING SONG: Be Not Afraid
John Michael Talbot, arrangement Michael Woytiuk
You shall cross the barren desert
But you shall not die of thirst
You shall wander far in safety
Though you do not know the way
You shall speak your words to foreign men
And they will understand
You shall see the face of God and live

Be not afraid
| go before you always
Come, follow me and | will give you rest

If you pass through raging waters in the sea
You shall not drown

If you walk amid the burning flames

You shall not be harmed

If you stand before the power of hell

And death is at your side

Know that | am with you through it all

Be not afraid
| go before you always
Come, follow me and | will give you rest

And blessed are your poor

For the kingdom shall be theirs

Blest are you that weep and mourn
For one day you shall laugh

And if wicked men insult and hate you
All because of me

Blessed, blessed are you

Be not afraid
| go before you always
Come, follow me and | will give you rest

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Out of apathy into action,

our gifts bring change.

Out of judgment into acceptance,
our gifts bring joy.



Out of ignorance into understanding,
our gifts bring revelation.
Out of aloneness into community,
our gifts bring friendship.
Out of our own backyard into the global village,
our gifts bring a worldwide perspective.
Out of passiveness into boldness,
our gifts offer hope.
Out of the spiritual into the practical,
our gifts cannot be kept from breaking out into
the world.
Loving God, bless these gifts. Amen.
David Sparks, Summerland, B.C.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Call to Give Thanks

May God be with you.
And also with you.

Open your hearts.
We open our hearts to God.

Let us give thanks to God our Creator.
It is right to give God our thanks and our praise.

The Great Thanksgiving

“O God, our God, how glorious is your name in all the earth!
You have made us little less than divine,” declares the psalm writer.
Yet, in our stories, we discover that we are neither rulers nor sovereigns.
Instead, we are one with all of Creation—as God is one in creating.
Come, all who journey in faith:
bring your lives, fragile and holy.
There is a place for you here.
We come to this table, ready to see anew...
Prayers of the people
Communion Hymn; MV # 171 Christ Has No Body Now but Yours

Christ has no body now but yours,
no hands but yours.

Here on this earth, yours is the work,
to serve with the joy of compassion.

1. No hands but yours to heat the wounded world,
no hands but yours to soothe all its suffering.,



no touch but yours to bind the broken hope
ot the people of God. R

2. No eyes but yours to see as Christ would see,
to find the lost, to gaze with compassion;

no eyes but yours to glimpse the holy joy

of the city of God. R

3. No feet but yours to journey with the poor,
to walk this world with mercy and justice.
Yours are the steps to build a lasting peace

for the children of God. R

4. Through ev'ry gift, give back to those in need;
as Christ has blessed, so now be his blessing,
with ev'ry gift a benediction be

to the people of God. R

Prayer for Transformation

Help us, Loving Spirit, to remember our story—which is your story of love.
As we share these elements at Christ’s table this morning,

may you bless us with your constant companionship,

with your guiding light,

with your embrace of grace,

with your boldness and inspiration into transformation. Amen.

The Lord’s / Jesus’ Prayer SUNG VU 960
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil:
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

Sharing the Feast (MV 202 Bread for The Journey)



Prayer after Communion
With thanks, we dedicate our sharing at this table to you, O God,
who is Creator, Christ, and Spirit.
Bless all that we give to you,
strengthening us to fashion bridges of understanding across divides and
to offer bold love in all our places and being.
May what we have shared here transform us, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Gord Dunbar, Kincardine, Ont.

CLOSING HYMN MV # 212 Sent Out in Jesus Name

Sent out in Jesus' name,

our hands are ready now

to make the world the place

in which the kingdom comes. (2x)

The angels cannot change
a world of hurt and pain
into a world of love,

of justice and of peace.
The task is ours to do,

to set it really free.

O, help us to obey,

and carry out your will.

Words: traditional song, Cuba English trans. Jorge Maldonado
English translation copyright © 1988 Abingdon Press (Administered by The Copyright
Company, Nashville, TN). All rights reserved. International copyright secured. Used by

permission.
SENDING
BLESSING AND SENDING
Go forth now to live in faith,
abide in hope
and practice the love of Christ.
And may God’s blessings be added to all you do. Amen.
SENDING SONG If | Had a Hammer
XX
Thank you for joining in worship today §

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH Merging Waters
A community of caring within the United Church of Canada United Church



24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue
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office@mergingwaters.ca

(514) 457-5819

www.mergingwaters.ca

UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.

9-Feb Presentation by the Indigenous Health Centre of Tiohtia:ke

16-Feb Speakers from three local mental health organizations, with a panel
discussion following worship

Loose offering donated to these agencies - please consider bringing a
little cash!

23-Feb Theme: Lisa's educational trip to Cuba, followed by a Lunch and
Learn
More details to follow

2-Mar Intercultural session #7
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