
 

Merging Waters United Church 

Sunday Morning Worship January 26, 2025 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 

WELCOME / BIENVENUE 

People of all ages, identities, and 

walks of life are welcome. 

Wherever you are, whoever you are, 

we welcome you in love and 

community to worship. 

Wherever we are, we’re close in one 

another’s hearts. 

Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe l’âge, 

l’identité ou les conditions de vie. 

Peu importe où que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez, 

nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté 

pour louer Dieu ensembles. 

Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance. 

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras. 

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do 

not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person. 

Veillez à ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidèles souffrant de 

sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits 

parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne. 

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without 
authorization. 

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans 
autorisation. 

WELCOME 



LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE 

GATHERING 

 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY 

 

We remember with gratitude that we live and worship on lands that are by law the 

unceded territory of the Mohawk Peoples. May we live with respect on this land, and in 

peace and friendship with its Peoples. 

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE) 

CENTERING MUSIC                

 

SPIRITUAL FOCUS 

God has turned water into wine, and God will transform 

your life for God’s purposes. When has God offered you a 

new beginning?  

Pause for the people to reflect in silence. 

Procession of water 

 

Based on Psalm 36:5–10 

God’s steadfast love extends to the heavens, 

All: God’s faithfulness to the clouds. 

Left: God’s righteousness is like the mighty mountains, 

All: God’s judgments are like the great deep. 

Pause. 

How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 

All: All people may take refuge in the shadow of God’s 

wings. 

Right: They feast on the abundance of God’s house, and 

drink from the river of God’s delights. 

All: God is the fountain of life; in God’s light we see the 

light. 

Come, let us worship. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 

Holy One, 

beginning with your wind sweeping over the face of the waters,  

you created the world; 

through the waters, you brought your people up out of Egypt, 

you sent your Spirit over the waters at Jesus’ baptism, 

and you revealed the nature of Jesus’ ministry when  

Jesus transformed water into wine. 

You speak, and all Creation bends and blooms. 



You invite us into relationship in every moment, 

yes, right now, in this moment, you invite us to share our gifts with you and the world. 
Help us listen with the attentiveness of the waters, 

and help us see the new work you are beginning in our midst. Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN: MV # 62              There is Room for All 

 

There is room for all 

in the shadow of God's wing; 

there is room for all, sheltered in God's love. 

And I rejoice and sing, 

"My refuge and my rock, in whom I trust." 

There is room for all, there is room for all! 

 

Chacun a sa place a l'abri sous l'aile de Dieu; 

chacun a sa place en I'amour de Dieu. 

De joie, je chanterai: 

"Mon refuge en le quel je me confie" 

Chacun a sa place, chacun a sa place. 

 

There is room for all 

in the shadow of God's wing; 

there is room for all, sheltered in God's love. 

And I rejoice and sing, 

"My refuge and my rock, in whom I trust." 

There is room for all, there is room for all! 

 

Words: Bruce Harding, 2004; French trans. David Fines, 2006 

Words copyright © 2004 by Bruce Harding, www.evensong.ca. Used by permission. 

 

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

THE WORD (SCRIPTURE)                   John 2:1-11 paraphrased 

 

Nothing Left to Drink based on John 2:1-11 

 

What a happy week! People dressed in their finest clothing had come to celebrate with 

the bride and groom. Jesus had been invited, too. The celebration was in the town of 

Cana near his home in Nazareth. Jesus’ mother, Mary, and several of his friends also 

attended.  

Gifts were given. Laughter and dancing and music tumbled together as the musicians 

played. Food filled the bowls and plates on the table: breads and meats and 

delicious spiced cakes. Cups were filled and refilled as more and more people arrived. 

This was a grand wedding party. 



But something happened there in Cana to make it uncommon and quite miraculous. 

Partway through the party, Jesus’ mother, Mary, walked up to Jesus, tapped him 

on the shoulder and whispered in his ear, “Jesus, there is a problem. There is plenty of 

food but no more wine for the guests. The wine is all gone. This will be so 

embarrassing for the bride and groom. Can you help?” 

“Why are you telling me about this?” Jesus asked. “It is not my responsibility. It is not 

the right time for me to act.” 

Nevertheless, Mary walked over to the servants and, nodding in Jesus’ direction; she 

said, “Do whatever Jesus tells you to do.” 

Jesus looked at Mary and then at the servants. Six big, stone water jars were lying 

empty in an unused corner. The jars were used to hold fresh water for ritual washing. 

“Fill these jars to the top with water,” Jesus said to the servants. 

The servants looked at each other. They scratched their heads. “Why does Jesus want 

us to do that?” they wondered. “What good will that do? The guests will be 

looking for wine, not water.” 

But the servants remembered what Mary had said and so they dashed to the nearby 

well and filled every available container. Spilling water as they went, they ran back and 

poured the water into the jars, and then hurried back to the well for more. Finally, 

each jar was overflowing with water. 

“Now, pour some water into a goblet and take it to the host of the party,” said Jesus. 

A bit nervous, one servant carefully filled a goblet and handed it to the host. The host 

took a long drink then looked at the goblet in disbelief. “This is delicious!” he shouted 

and called to the groom. “Everyone else serves the best wine first and keeps the 

ordinary wine for later. But you have kept the best until now.” 

So there was plenty of food and plenty of wine – more than the people could have 

ever imagined. It was a miracle. It was amazing. They ate and drank and danced and 

sang. And everyone enjoyed the party. 

Jesus’ friends smiled at each other. They knew Jesus had done something wonderful. 

And they wondered what other amazing things would happen because they had 

chosen to be with Jesus. 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT           Invitation and Gifts 

 

HYMN: VU # 509                Here I am Lord 

1 I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright.  

Who will bear my light to them?  

Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night.  

I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  

I will hold your people in my heart. 



 

2 I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people's pain, 

I have wept for love of them; they turn away.  

I will break their hearts of stone, 

give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them. 

Whom shall I send?  

 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night.  

I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  

I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

3 I, the Lord of wind and flame,  

I will tend the poor and lame, 

I will set a feast for them;  

my hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide  

till their hearts be satisfied.  

I will give my life to them.  

Whom shall I send?  

 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night.  

I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  

I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING SONG:                                         Many Gifts, One Spirit 

Words and music by Allen Pote 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

O Love Divine, 

with grateful hearts 

we offer these gifts, 

asking that they might be transformed 

into compassion for our world, 

hope for all who struggle, 

and vision for our ministry, Your kin-dom here on earth. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF JOY AND CONCERN 

God of creation, God of a new creation, 

You are our hope, and we pray for your restoration for 



many this day. 

For those who mourn, weep, and gnash teeth, may your joy 

be their strength. 

For those who are weary, worn-out, and discouraged, may 

your Spirit give their lives new purpose. 

For those who live under threat of violence, may your 

sheltering arm console and shield. 

For those who hunger and thirst, may your abundance be 

shared freely among the haves and have-nots. 

We pray today for the many in our community needing your loving care: 

Insert prayer list 

You have shown us your glory; now, let us go out into your 

world and show your glory in our words and deeds. 

We pray in the name of the one who taught us how to pray 

and provide for one another. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S / JESUS’ PRAYER Sung in French          by Lambert   

          

Notre Père. Notre Mère. 

Créateur de l’Univers. 

Toi que Tes enfants appellent 

Dieu, l’Éternel 

Dieu d’espoir et de Lumière 

Pain de Vie et Source claire 

Que Ton nom soit sanctifié 

Chanté partout et glorifié 

Et sur la terre comme au ciel… 

Ô Dieu de grace et de bonté 

Aide nous à rester fidèles à Ta vo-lon-té, 

Donne nous chaque jour nourriture et amour 

Apprends-nous à pardonner, 

Comme Tu sais nous pardonner, 

Protège-nous des fleurs du mal. 

Des nuits d'orage et de la peur, 

Et guide-nous vers les étoiles au coeur de Ton coeur. 

Notre Père, Notre Mère. 

Que nos vies soient des prières 

Qui nous élèvent jusqu'à Toi 

Amen, Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN MV # 136      When Hands Reach Out and Fingers Trace 

 

1. When hands reach out and fingers trace 

the beauty of a loved one's face, 

we thank you, God, that love relies 

on gifts of grace not seen with eyes. 



 

2. When fingers spell and signs express 

our prayer and praise and thankfulness, 

we thank you, God, that hands can. sing; 

you bless the silent songs we bring. 

 

3. When broken bodies will not mend, 

we thank you, God, for Christ our Friend. 

In him, our healing can begin: 

he welcomes all the wounded in. 

 

4. And when the ways we learn and grow 

are not, the ways that others know, 

we thank you, God, that we have learned 

your love's a gift, and never earned. 

 

5. Your Spirit gives Us differing ways 

to serve you well and offer praise. 

When all are joined as one, we'll be 

your able, strong community. 

 

Words: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 2001 

Words copyright © 2001 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 

SENDING 

BLESSING AND SENDING   

In all experiences and encounters, 

may you find the compassion of God. 

In all changes and choices, 

may you find the wisdom of God. 

In all reflection and response, 

may you find the hope of God. 

In all invitations and sharing of gifts, 

may we see the love of God. 

In all hearts and homes, 

may the peace of God be with us. Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG          Reach Out and Touch Somebody's Hand 

Words and music by Nickolas Ashford and Valerie Simpson 

Thank you for joining in worship today ❤️ 

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH 
A community of caring within the United Church of Canada 

24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue 



Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Pastor 

Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music 

Jo-Anne Windover, Office Administrator 

office@mergingwaters.ca 

(514) 457-5819 

www.mergingwaters.ca 

 

UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m. 

2-Feb Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Sacrament of communion 

9-Feb Presentation by the Indigenous Health Centre of Tiohtià:ke 

16-Feb Speakers from three local mental health organizations, with a panel 

discussion following worship 

Loose offering donated to these agencies - please consider bringing a 

little cash! 

23-Feb Theme: Lisa's educational trip to Cuba, followed by a Lunch and Learn 

More details to follow 

2-Mar Intercultural session #7 

 

http://www.mergingwaters.ca/

