Merging Waters United Church
Sunday, June 16, 2024
National Indigenous Sunday
Living on the Path of Respect:

A Worship Service on the Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery

WELCOME / BIENVENUE
Please join in the responses in bold text. Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe |'age,
People of all ages, identities, and walks of life are  I'identité ou les conditions de vie.
welcome. Peu importe oll que vous soyez, qui que vous
Wherever you are, whoever you are, we welcome soyez, nous vous accueillons dans I'amour et la
you in love and community to worship. communauté pour louer Dieu ensembles.
Wherever we are, we're close in one another’s Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.
hearts.
LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE
CENTERING SONG Land of the Silver Birch
WELCOME TO THE LAND Tom Dearhouse

ACKNOWLEDGING TRADITIONAL TERRITORY & CANDLE LIGHTING

Merging Waters acknowledges that we are situated on the traditional lands of the
Kanienkeha:ka, Huron-Wendat and Anishnaabe Peoples.

We acknowledge the enduring presence of First Nation, Metis, and Inuit people on this
land. We are committed to moving forward in the spirit of reconciliation and respect.

Jeff Werner, while at Wasaga Beach U.C., Wasaga Beach, Ont.
GATHERING PRAYER

Creator has placed each and every one of us here with purpose!
Let us praise Creator for the earth below our feet.
For Mother Earth sustains us, and all creation cries out for justice.



Creator has given us the eastern direction: the direction of vision, children, and the sun
that rises on us each day.

Let us view the world with child-like wonder—full of awe and humility.

Thankful for the new day that dawns on us each and every morning,

we give thanks for God who gives us new mercies every day.

Creator has given us the southern direction: the direction of honesty, adolescence, and
growth.
Help us to speak only the truth, and open our hearts to hear the stories of others.
Inspire us to grow in the image of Christ who teaches us to walk the good path.

Creator has given us the western direction: the direction of adulthood, harvesting, and
deep spiritual understanding.

Give us the tools we need to act on the knowledge we are gathering,

allowing us to act with maturity and grace.

Creator has given us the northern direction: the direction of Elders, achievement, and a
deep connection to spirituality.

Empower us to learn from the past,

and to move forward to create your companionship of empowerment*

here on Mother Earth.

Holy Spirit, give us the teachings we need to correct any wrongs,

and to live lives full of love, peace, and hope.

Be with us now, Creator, as we worship you in awe-filled praise. Amen.

“Companionship of empowerment” is a term that John Dominic Crossan offers to replace the “Kingdom of
God” (in Marcus Borg, ed., Jesus at 2000 (Westview, 1998), p.22-55).

OPENING HYMN: VU #308 Many and Great, O God, Are Your Works
OPENING PRAYER

HYMN OF CONFESSION VU #611 Out of the Depths, O God, We Call to You
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

(in unison, based on Lamentations 5)

lands have been stolen,

drinking water must be bought,

we are exhausted,

many must beg for food,

wars are waged against the innocent,

bodies are taken advantage of,

Elders are disrespected,

many work for low pay, in unsafe conditions.

The sounds of violence and loss drown out the melodies of music and laughter of play.
We feel like you have forgotten us.



We fear that you have rejected us in anger for the parts we have played
in the desecration of your creation.

O Great Creator, Earth cries out to you.

Our hearts ache and our spirits are weary from experiencing

the rending of the web of all our relations.

O Gitchi-Manitou hear our prayer....

(silent prayers)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Creator has sent us Jesus to teach us how to walk the good road. His life and death
showed us that we must always work toward justice, peace and love for all of creation
no matter the cost. Ultimately, in God, we have been forgiven. There is nothing we can
do to separate us from the absolute love of God that embraces us all. Let God’s peace fill
your hearts, because when we follow Jesus, every day is a chance to start over again.
God’s mercies are new every morning. Be at peace. Amen.

HYMN OF ASSURANCE MV # 95 How Deep the Peace
FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART

HYMN VU #282 Long Before the Night
SCRIPTURE: Romans 5:1-11 FNV (First Nations Version)
Peace With the Great Spirit

This good standing we have brings peace with the Great Spirit. This peace comes from
trusting in Creator Sets Free (Jesus) the Chosen One and what he has done for us. Our
trust in him opens the way into Creator’s great kindness and is now the solid ground on
which we stand. Now our boasting is in him, as we look forward to being the kind of
people the Great Spirit created us to be, a people filled with his beauty and shining-
greatness.

But we must also find joy in our sufferings on his behalf. For we know that when the
trail gets rough, we must walk with firm steps to reach the end. As we walk firmly in his
footprints, we gain the strength of spirit that we need to stay true to the path. This gives
us the hope we need to reach the end of the trail with honour. All of this is because of
Creator’s great love that has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, who is his
gift to us from above.

Set Free From Broken Ways

When the time was right, while we were still weak human beings following our bad
hearts and broken ways, the Chosen One died for us. It is not easy to find someone who
is willing to die for a good person, even though we might find someone with the
courage to die for a very good person. But here is the way the Maker of Life proves how



deep his love is for us: even when we were still following our bad hearts and broken
ways, the Chosen One gave his life for us. The lifeblood that he poured out puts our lives
back into harmony and promises us good standing with the Great Spirit. What he has
done sets us free from the storm of great anger caused by our bad hearts and broken
ways.

So, if the lifeblood poured out by the Chosen One has put us in good standing with the
Great Spirit, then how much more will his life of beauty and harmony, which has
defeated death, now set us free to walk in his ways!

But taking this a step further, we can now boast with glad hearts about what the Great
Spirit has done through our Honoured Chief Creator Sets Free (Jesus) the Chosen One!
He is the one who has restored us back into friendship with the Great Spirit!

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
RECONCILIATION SONG Judith Doucettte
OFFERING

OFFERING SONG VU # 541 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
(in Mohawk)
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Let us gather ourselves to be present here and now and join our hearts and minds as we
offer praise and thanks and pray for mercy, grace, wisdom, hope, and new life.

Creator God, Holy Friend, We are humbled in gratitude for this amazing gift of your
creation, and for the teachings of Indigenous siblings and cousins that reconnect us to the
land, water, sky, and creatures of all kinds. The wisdom of your creation’s balance and
harmony is astounding, and we pray that such wisdom will both unite and enliven us
even more, given that we are all latecomers to this amazing Earth.

Creator God, in thanksgiving inspire us. With your Spirit nurture an attitude of gratitude
for all your gifts, and for the wisdom of the Indigenous perspective toward creation.
Creator God, Holy Friend, We are humbled in repentance for the arrogance of Western
European churches that turned things around in history, our ancestors making your image
in theirs rather than their image in yours. We acknowledge that this distorted image was
used to dehumanize others, to conquer nations, and to forcefully expropriate land and
resources in your name.

Creator God, in your mercy forgive us. With your Spirit lead us to see your face in all
humanity, and your spirit of love in all of creation.



Creator God, Holy Friend, We are humbled in lament and sorrow for the Christian
church coming to this land armed with the Doctrine of Discovery to confiscate land and
to annihilate and dehumanize our Indigenous hosts. Pour your love into our hearts so
that we might build right relations of mutuality, equity, and respect and be responsible
keepers of the lands and waters.

Creator God, in your grace transform us. With your Spirit guide us in living out right
relations with all people based on respect and equal rights.

Creator God, Holy Friend, We are humbled in seeking healing for our churches as we
move from a legacy of colonization and domination to creating a new history built on
right relations and gracious mutual habitation on these lands. For the harm committed in
your name against all the First Peoples of the land we are sorry. Despite inflicting such
pain, we are aware of so much grace returned toward we who are settlers, as well as the
great resilience among Indigenous Peoples themselves, as we share the hope of
reconciliation.

Creator God, in your wisdom heal us. With your Spirit heal us and strengthen us to be
agents of wholeness and wellness with all nations and peoples.

Creator God, Holy Friend, We are humbled in our need for encouragement within the
Christian churches who repudiate the Doctrine of Discovery, that our repentance may go
beyond words to actions of solidarity and justice. For this we ask for your mercy and
wisdom and courage, both to change all doctrines that promote hate and violence by
our presumed superiority, and to take up the way of humility, compassion, and caring.

Creator God, in your hope give us courage. With your Spirit may we change the
churches to live in harmony with all creation and be agents of care for all humanity.

Creator God, Holy Friend, We are humbled as we pray for ourselves and for all Christian
churches around the world, that we may faithfully follow the life of Jesus, the Nazarene
who showed us the good path of justice, reconciliation, and peace-building. It is the way
of life he represented, based on providing for the common good and the sharing of all
your Earth’s resources that will enable us, together, to re-create your loving and
compassionate empowerment on Earth.

Creator God, in your love give us faith and new life. With your Spirit help us to be co-
creators of a world of justice and peace. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER/ JESUS’ PRAYER in Mohawk

BENEDICTION AND COMMISSIONING

SENDING HYMN MV # 169 When Hands Reach Out Beyond Divides



Thank you for joining in worship today )

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH

A community of caring within the United Church of Canada
24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue

Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Pastor

Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music

Jo-Anne Windover, Office Administrator
office@mergingwaters.ca

(514) 457-5819

www.mergingwaters.ca

UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.

23-Jun Ecumenical service with churches of the west Lakeshore At
Fritz Farm gazebo, Baie d'Urfé, weather permitting At Merging
\Waters if it rains Bring your lawn chairs!

30-Jun Summer cluster worship begins! Stay tuned for more details.

Aug 11 |Cluster service hosted by Merging Waters UC
Baptism of Kayden Davis



http://www.mergingwaters.ca/

