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Merging Waters United Church
Sunday, April 21, 2024
Easter IV

With guests Léah Rivérin (social worker) and David Hawkins (Director of the
LGBTQ2+ Center

Worship followed by a soup lunch and workshop on Equipping our Gran’s and
families Part ll: Embodying our Experiences.

WELCOME / BIENVENUE
Please join in the responses in bold text. Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I'age,
People of all ages, identities, and walks of life are  I'identité ou les conditions de vie.
welcome. Peu importe ol que vous soyez, qui que vous
Wherever you are, whoever you are, we welcome soyez, nous vous accueillons dans I'amour et la
you in love and community to worship. communauté pour louer Dieu ensembles.
Wherever we are, we're close in one another’s Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.

hearts.

LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE

ACKNOWLEDGING TRADITIONAL TERRITORY & CANDLE LIGHTING

It is crucial to acknowledge the tenacity and resolve of First Nations communities in
Canada as we consider the significance of the United Nations Decade. First Nations
peoples have been oppressed for generations and have had attempts made to obliterate
their languages, but they have managed to recover, revive, and commemorate their
linguistic legacy.



Let’s reaffirm our shared commitment to assisting indigenous languages and giving these
communities the tools they need to protect, revive, and advance their linguistic heritage
for future generations. Let us reiterate our dedication to linguistic diversity, cultural
resilience, and the rights of indigenous peoples as we look forward to the remaining
years of the United Nations Decade of Indigenous Languages. By working together, we
can build a future in which First Nations communities regain their proper position as
guardians of their linguistic legacy and indigenous languages flourish.

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE Light a candle at home if you wish!

CENTERING HYMN We Are a Rainbow
By David Kai

GATHERING MEDITATION

OPENING HYMN: More Voices #169 When Hands Reach Out

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART With Kermit the Frog

SCRIPTURE: Acts 4:1-22 MSG

4 1-4 While Peter and John were addressing the people, the priests, the chief of the
Temple police, and some Sadducees came up, indignant that these upstart apostles were
instructing the people and proclaiming that the resurrection from the dead had taken
place in Jesus. They arrested them and threw them in jail until morning, for by now it
was late in the evening. But many of those who listened had already believed the

Message—in round numbers about five thousand!

5-7 The next day a meeting was called in Jerusalem. The rulers, religious leaders, religion
scholars, Annas the Chief Priest, Caiaphas, John, Alexander—everybody who was
anybody was there. They stood Peter and John in the middle of the room and grilled
them: “Who put you in charge here? What business do you have doing this?”

8-12 With that, Peter, full of the Holy Spirit, let loose: “Rulers and leaders of the people,
if we have been brought to trial today for helping a sick man, put under investigation
regarding this healing, I'll be completely frank with you—we have nothing to hide. By
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the One you killed on a cross, the One God raised
from the dead, by means of his name this man stands before you healthy and whole.

Jesus is ‘the stone you masons threw out, which is now the cornerstone.’



13-14 They couldn’t take their eyes off them—Peter and John standing there so
confident, so sure of themselves! Their fascination deepened when they realized these
two were laymen with no training in Scripture or formal education. They recognized
them as companions of Jesus, but with the man right before them, seeing him standing

there so upright—so healed!—what could they say against that?

15-17 They sent them out of the room so they could work out a plan. They talked it
over: “What can we do with these men? By now it’s known all over town that a miracle
has occurred, and that they are behind it. There is no way we can refute that. But so that
it doesn’t go any further, let’s silence them with threats so they won’t dare to use Jesus’

name ever again with anyone.”

18-20 They called them back and warned them that they were on no account ever again
to speak or teach in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John spoke right back, “Whether
it’s right in God’s eyes to listen to you rather than to God, you decide. As for us, there’s

no question—we can’t keep quiet about what we’ve seen and heard.”

21-22 The religious leaders renewed their threats, but then released them. They couldn’t
come up with a charge that would stick, that would keep them in jail. The people
wouldn’t have stood for it—they were all praising God over what had happened. The

man who had been miraculously healed was over forty years old.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT LOVE IS A VERB
SONG Love is a Verb by John Mayer
OFFERING

OFFERING HYMN More Voices # 145 Draw the Circle Wide

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

LORD’S PRAYER - AFFIRMING LORD'S PRAYER:
Our Parent in Heaven, whose love knows no bounds,
Your name is holy, held in the highest regard.



May Your realm of love, acceptance, and justice come,

May Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven,

Guiding us to honour each other's dignity and worth.

Give us today our daily bread, the sustenance we need,

And forgive us our prejudices as we forgive those who are prejudiced
against us,

Lead us away from judgement, and deliver us from the hands of hatred.
For Yours is the realm of unconditional love, the power to change hearts,
And the glory of diversity in unity, now and forever.

May all of us, created beautifully and wonderfully in Your image,

Live and love in the spirit of Your Son, who taught us to pray,
Embracing each other, as You embrace us all. Amen.

BENEDICTION AND COMMISSIONING

SENDING/SONG Many Gifts One Spirit
Allen Pote

Thank you for joining in worship today )

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH

A community of caring within the United Church of Canada
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Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music

Jo-Anne Windover, Office Administrator

office@mergingwaters.ca (514) 457-5819 www.mergingwaters.ca

UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.

April 28 5th Sunday of Easter
Dedication of the Mohawk bible

May 5 6th Sunday of Easter
Baptism
“Awe and Wonder”
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