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1) A Personal Experience of Culture  
2) Iceberg Model of Culture  

The visible:  
This is what we first think of when we think of “culture”:   
The “doing”:   
food, dress, dance, literature, music, games, dance, etc. Includes what can be 
observed: ways of life, laws and customs, institutions, methods, techniques, rituals, 
and language.  
 
The invisible:   
This is most of what makes up culture:  
Thinking: Norms, roles, ideologies, beliefs, philosophy  
Feeling: Values, tastes, attitudes, desires, assumptions, expectations, myths, etc.  
 
Much of what is below the “waterline” may not be conscious even to those of that 
culture.  

Much of what appears to be above the waterline may not be what it seems and may 
have all kinds of connections below the waterline.  
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3) Applying These Definitions to Your Experience  

Next steps 


